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Thursday, 14 January 1999
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The Council met at Three o'clock
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THE HONOURABLE EDWARD HO SING-TIN, J.P.
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ZITE#E - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE LAU CHIN-SHEK, J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE LAU KONG-WAH

Pl e - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE MRS MIRIAM LAU KIN-YEE, J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE AMBROSE LAU HON-CHUEN, J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE EMILY LAU WAI-HING, J.P.
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MEMBERS ABSENT:
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DR THE HONOURABLE PHILIP WONG YU-HONG

BEHHEE > G.B.S., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE LAU WONG-FAT, G.B.S., J.P.

EEEHE > J.P.

THE HONOURABLE TIMOTHY FOK TSUN-TING, J.P.

HEBRESR -
PUBLIC OFFICERS ATTENDING:

TG o BB Al Al R U7 2 4t JLP.
THE HONOURABLE MRS ANSON CHAN, J.P.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION

THEHEEEMBFARR Y E#ERE - JP.
THE HONOURABLE DONALD TSANG YAM-KUEN, J.P.
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY

THEEEERBAARREEF L JP.
THE HONOURABLE ELSIE LEUNG OI-SIE, J.P.
THE SECRETARY FOR JUSTICE

HHBBRRERHESLRE - JP.
MR MICHAEL SUEN MING-YEUNG, J.P.

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS

Tr R & ER 4 JP.
MR CHAU TAK-HAY, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY
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MR DOMINIC WONG SHING-WAH, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR HOUSING

AR R R ERE e 2t JP.
MRS KATHERINE FOK LO SHIU-CHING, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE

% e R R AR kL G.B.S., J.P.
MR RAFAEL HUI SI-YAN, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR FINANCIAL SERVICES

AEMERRRERFREE - GBS, J.P.
MR JOSEPH WONG WING-PING, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER

& RN RHR R B R R R M R e 4 0 GBS, JLP.
MR KWONG KI-CHI, G.B.S., J.P.

SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND BROADCASTING
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MISS DENISE YUE CHUNG-YEE, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY

N ERBRRBRMKEE L - JP.
MR LAM WOON-KWONG, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE

& e e TR 8 Sk 0 JLP.
MR STEPHEN IP SHU-KWAN, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES

TR R = B A4 e 4 J.P.
MR BENEDICT KWONG HON-SANG, J.P.
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MR DAVID LAN HONG-TSUNG, J.P.
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R R R RER M EL L JP.
MRS REGINA IP LAU SUK-YEE, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY

B R R EAEALE - JP.
MR KEVIN HO CHI-MING, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT

MBI RIS M ER R R S8k JP.
MR PATRICK LAU LAI-CHIU, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS

JIEREE -
CLERKS IN ATTENDANCE:

E R G A 0 JP.
MR RICKY FUNG CHOI-CHEUNG, J.P., SECRETARY GENERAL
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i % ZE e

PURSUANT TO RULE 8 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE, THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE, THE HONOURABLE TUNG CHEE-HWA, ATTENDED TO
ADDRESS THE COUNCIL AND TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS.
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, in line with the trend of cost reduction, will
the Chief Executive advise this Council whether the Government has any plan to
lower the charges in regard to government services? | have particularly in
mind charges such as rates, water charges, licence fees and airport departure
tax.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE: I think this is the wish of everybody. In these very
difficult times, we must do all we can, but we also need to consider the budget
itself. As you can see, we already have a hugh deficit for 1998-1999. Thus,
it is a difficult issue. But fortunately, it is an issue that | do not have to answer
today, as | shall leave it to the Financial Secretary to answer in due course.
(Laughter)
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-three minutes past Four o*clock.



