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NANSCHETIRE CERFBHAT) 5 21 BRE (DR HERK
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

b J28 2% 1 iR
(1999 F 2B RGN (BEITR3) <) .. ..., 138/99
(1999 FHFRHEMR (BEIHER 1) <) ... ..., 139/99
(1999 FFRILEHHEE (BEIHER) <) ..., 140/99
(1999 FREFRITEEFEREZET (EH)

(IEET) BAL) o 141/99
(ZREgHELag CGEEER) &#EF) HEl) .. .. 142/99
(Eay CGEHEEGE) HA) ..o 143/99
(1999 FL2ME R GG (BEIFR2) <) .. ..., 144/99
(1999 F /B (ME) (F4H) &) ....... 145/99

Subsidiary Legislation L.N. No.

Control of Chemicals Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 3)
Order 1999 ... 138/99

The Ombudsman Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 1)
Order 1999 139/99

Rehabilitation of Offenders Ordinance (Amendment of
Schedule) Order 1999......ccociiiiiiiiiiiieeens 140/99
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Securities and Futures Commission (Fees) (Amendment)
RUIES 1999 ... 141/99

Electoral Affairs Commission (Electoral Procedure)
(District Councils) Regulation........................ 142/99

District Councils (Election Petition) Rules.................. 143/99

Control of Chemicals Ordinance (Amendment of
Schedule 2) Order 1999 .......cccviiiiiiiiieiieenens 144/99

Tax Reserve Certificates (Rate of Interest) (No. 4)
NOtICE 1999 ... i 145/99
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Entry Qualifications for the Post of Commissioner for Tourism
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MRS SELINA CHOW: Madam President, in view of the fact that the appointed
Commissioner is now doubling up as the head of the Business and Services
Promotion Unit, will the Secretary tell us when and how this undesirable
situation can be rectified?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President, |1 do not
think that Mr ROWSE needs to wear two hats for too long. | hope that there
will be a suitable successor to him as Director of the Business and Services
Promotion Unit within a couple of weeks.
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Proposal of Building a Cruise Pier at North Point
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FEERBEEAN T XRAREH
Seven-day Visa-free Period for Chinese Passport Holders

11, MR HOWARD YOUNG: At present, Chinese passport holders who have
a valid visa or landing permit for entry to a country or place outside Hong Kong
and who have a valid airline ticket to such destination are allowed to stay in
Hong Kong for seven days without an entry permit whilst en route to or from the
Mainland. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council whether
it will consider allowing such persons to re-enter Hong Kong after visiting
Macau during the seven-day visa-free period; if not, the reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Madam President, mainland passport holders
on their way to or from overseas countries are allowed stay in Hong Kong in
transit for a period of up to seven days without the need to obtain entry permits,
as long as they possess valid visas or landing permits and confirmed airline
tickets for their overseas destinations. This entry-permit-free transit
arrangement aims to facilitate their overseas travel by enabling them to connect
flights or stopover in Hong Kong. This transit arrangement does not apply to
journeys from the Mainland to Macau because mainland residents can visit
Macau direct without transitting through Hong Kong. Under existing mainland
laws, mainland residents have to apply for exit approval to visit Macau.

The Immigration Department has no power to stop any mainland visitor or
transittee from travelling to Macau instead of their intended final destination.
However, if they return to Hong Kong, they will have to explain to the
satisfaction of the immigration officer that they had good reasons to deviate from
their original travel plans.

In justified cases, they may be landed for a few days to complete their
previous seven-day stay on re-entry into Hong Kong. Otherwise, they may be
refused permission to land in Hong Kong. A decision will be taken in the light
of the circumstances of each individual case.
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B RS mE LB H BrEt &l
Trials on Diesel Oxidation Catalyst

12 MRS MIRIAM LAU: It is learnt that in conjunction with a franchised
bus company, the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) has completed a
three-year trial on the effectiveness of diesel oxidation catalyst in reducing
emissions from double decker buses. In this connection, will the Administration
inform this Council:

(@) of the results of the trial; and

(b)  whether it will conduct similar trials on other diesel-powered
vehicles, such as light buses, trucks and taxis; if so, the details of
them; if not, the reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Madam
President,

(@) Early this year, the EPD completed a three-year trial of retrofitting
various types of diesel catalysts on five double decker buses with
the Kowloon Motor Bus Limited. The objective of the trial was to
ascertain the performance of diesel catalysts on in-use double
decker buses under local conditions and to identify practical issues
involved in retrofitting local buses with catalysts. Major findings
of the trial were as follows:

(1)  aproperly designed and fitted diesel catalyst could reduce the
emissions of local buses without any adverse effects on their
engines. Installation of the catalyst was not difficult;

(i)  acatalyst could reduce particulate and smoke emissions by up
to 50% and 65% respectively;

(ili) the catalyst's performance in reducing emissions could still
be very substantial even after two years of service under local
condition. The performance test results are consistent with
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those of overseas studies such as those done in London,
Taiwan and Mexico; and

(iv) diesel catalyst was confirmed to be a practicable technology
for controlling emissions of local buses.

The franchised bus companies have planned to fit diesel
catalysts to some 2 000 in-use diesel buses in about two years"
time.

(b) We are now examining the use of diesel catalysts on other heavy
duty diesel vehicles of four tonnes and above. Within this year,
we aim to launch a trial of retrofitting 20 government in-house
heavy duty diesel vehicles with diesel catalysts and to invite private
transport operators to put up similar number of heavy duty vehicles
to participate in the trial.

As diesel catalysts are only currently applicable to heavy duty diesel
vehicles, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (HKPU) has
specifically developed a low-cost particulate trap for light duty
diesel vehicles. We are working with the HKPU and the transport
trades to further develop the prototype into marketable product and
an operational trial will be launched in August 1999.

HTEEMRBEER
SWD's Redeployment of Resources
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Cyberport Project

18. MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Regarding the Cyberport project, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)
()
(d)

whether the related environmental impact assessment (EIA) study
was completed in March 1999; if so, the reasons for the Southern
Provisional District Board not being informed of the findings of this
study when it considered the project on 22 March 1999;

of the impact of the project on air and noise;

whether reclamation will be involved; if so, the extent of it; and

whether Route 7 will precede the project?

SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND
BROADCASTING: Madam President, in respect of the Cyberport project:

(@)

we completed the related EIA study and submitted the EIA report
for approval on 12 February 1999. In accordance with the
Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance (EIAO), we
advertised the availability of the EIA report on 12 March 1999 and
made it available for public inspection and comments for a period of
30 days. The EIA report was also available at the website of the
Environmental Protection Department (Address:
<http://www.info.gov.hk/epd/eia=) and at the EIAO Register
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(b)

()

(d)

Office on the same date. At the meeting with the Southern
Provisional District Board on 22 March 1999, we informed
members of the availability of the EIA report and presented to them
the gist of the findings in the report. The EIA report was endorsed
by the Advisory Council on the Environment on 26 April 1999 and
approved by the Director of Environmental Protection with
conditions on the same date.

Road traffic is the major source of noise in that area. The EIA
report has recommended measures to mitigate the noise impact.
These measures include application of noise reducing road
surfacing material and installation of roadside noise barriers along
some sections of the roads. During the construction stage, low-
noise construction equipment will be used. With these mitigation
measures in place, the noise levels received from the residential
flats will be reduced to meet the criteria set forth under the
Technical Memorandum on EIA Process (TM).

Dust is expected to be the major air quality pollutant during the
construction phase. The EIA report has recommended dust
suppression measures such as regular watering of unpaved roads
and limiting the vehicular speed on the access roads. Furthermore,
fill materials for the purpose of ground treatment works will all be
transported by barges to avoid the dust generation from land
transportation.  For the operational phase, the EIA report indicates
that the air quality at all the air sensitive receivers would comply
with the requirements set out in the TM. Through the installation
of deodorizing system, the odour impact from the sewage treatment
plant can also be reduced to a level not exceeding the limit set forth
in the TM.

The Cyberport will be built on a piece of land reclaimed some 10
years ago. There is no plan for further reclamation for the
Cyberport project.

A Traffic Impact Assessment has been conducted for the proposed
Cyberport development. It indicates that the Cyberport
development is not contingent upon the construction of Route 7. It



kg — 1999 F 6 B 9 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 9 June 1999 57

concludes that with the completed and proposed road junction
improvement works, the Cyberport development will not generate
adverse traffic impact on the road network in the Pok Fu Lam area
even without Route 7. Under our tentative schedule, the southern
section of Route 7 between Aberdeen and Sandy Bay would be
completed by 2007 and the northern section between Sandy Bay and
Kennedy Town by 2010-11. As for the Cyberport, it will be
completed in phases from end 2001 to 2007.

HEm M
Drug Resistance of Bacteria VRSA
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MRS SELINA CHOW: Madam President, | rise to support the amendment
moved by the Honourable Miss Emily LAU on behalf of the Liberal Party, and
to oppose the original motion, should the amendment be defeated. We are also
opposing the amendment to the amendment.
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We cannot agree with the Honourable CHAN Kwok-keung that the
proposed civil service reform should only be introduced after the support and
acceptance by civil servants can be ensured.

It goes without saying that it would be ideal for any reform to be accepted
and supported by the staff at which reforms are being targeted, but this is easier
said than done, as such moves, though regarded as necessary by the employer
and considered by the public to be in their interest, are more often than not
resented by the affected party. This is quite understandable. After all, it is
their interest, their career and their future which are being placed in uncertainty.

For this reason, the Liberal Party calls on the Secretary for the Civil
Service to be sensitive to those concerns, and to allay fears wherever possible.
This could only be achieved by communication and dialogue. However, the
ultimate objective of reform should not be distracted or abandoned.

The Liberal Party agrees that senior civil servants, being the management
of the Civil Service, do have to be accountable to the public at all times. It is
fair to say that there has been some improvement in this area in recent years.
However, public accountability is more than just PR, and goes beyond the
individual. It is the adoption of a philosophy, and it requires the acceptance of
the entire staff, and for this, the seniors have to strive and ascertain.

While on the subject of senior civil servants, we would like to voice our
support for contract appointments, and the widening of the net for directorate
grade staff to beyond Administrative Officers (AO) only. Historically, the AO
elite force has dominated the top echelon of the Civil Service. Admittedly,
they are the creme de la creme of our graduates. However, there is a
perception that some directorate posts which are off limits to professional
officers are given to AOs who may not be qualified for them. In fact,
experience has demonstrated in the recent past that such appointments have
failed to win the approval of the departments or the public alike. Surely, it
would be in the public interest for the Government to appoint the most capable
man for the job, and not to restrict the option to AOs only. In fact, we hold the
view that nothing should stop the recruitment of AOs from the private sector on
contract terms, particularly for jobs which might require expertise more easily
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obtainable outside of the Government, such as commercial or marketing
capabilities.

One of the most controversial issues in the civil service reform proposal is
the replacement of permanent pensionable appointments with contract terms.
The Liberal Party endorses this broad direction, but considers that there should
be some exceptions to the rule where security of tenure would be necessary to
ensure a long-term and stable career path for the officers, so as to instill stronger
commitment and dedication. We believe that the disciplinary services would
benefit from permanent appointments, however, we believe that alongside
should be the civilianization of those posts within these services which do not
strictly require the rules of the discipline force.

We are only too aware of the psychological threat that the replacement of
the iron rice bowl with a ceramic one might have on civil servants. We fully
support the Government in its determination to be a good employer, and
therefore, there must be safeguards for fair treatment and appraisal of
performance. However, we do not see why employment practices which have
worked well in the private sector should not be adopted for government servants
as well.

The introduction of performance pays is another issue which has
generated much debate. The Liberal Party is in principle supportive of the
concept of reward on merit. However, a system to link pay with performance
Is only workable if the system is fair, open, and the process of appraisal is free
of favouritism and corruption. There is, | believe, genuine worry among the
junior ranks, that to place the authority to appraise in the hands of single
individuals might lead to much effort devoted to shoe-shining than to serving the
public. An efficient mechanism recognized to be fair and open is therefore
necessary if the policy of performance pays is adopted.

The Liberal Party advocates that as part of the civil service reform, there
must be clear objective on the part of the Government to bring about the
economical use of public resources while upgrading the quality of services
rendered by departmental staff. To this end, there must be some "reward" for
departments which have spent less than originally estimated for the delivery of
the same services planned. The present practice of unspent sums clawed back
to general revenue without encouragement or recognition is certainly not
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conducive to prudent spending. Instead, it serves as an undesirable incentive to
spend it all before the deadline of 31 March.

At the end of the day, the most important change that this reform must
bring about is to bring the thinking of the civil servants in line with the public
they serve. This objectivity requires a cultural change that could only be
achieved by training, flexible employment terms, inspiring management, and a
system free of cumbersome bureaucracy.

Before | close, Madam President, | would like to express our objection to
the Honourable CHEUNG Man-kwong's amendment to Miss Emily LAU's
amendment. We consider the proposal to set up a review committee an
unnecessary step which would only delay the process of reform. Therefore, we
object to it.
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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, an efficient, stable and clean civil
service is necessary to Hong Kong"s continued success. Hong Kong has always
enjoyed an excellent Civil Service, many members of which have been meeting
the call of their duty invariably and cheerfully, without complaint or fanfare,
year in, year out. | wish to take this opportunity to pay tribute to them. Rank
and file though most of them may be, unglamourous though their tasks, they are
our unsung heroes. Long may they stay with us.

Like even the best and world-conquering army, our Civil Service, too,
will grow unwieldily and out of keeping with the community they serve, if they
do not periodically renew themselves.

Two circumstances conspired to hasten the reform of Hong Kong Civil
Service: the relatively unchecked growth in pay and in numbers in the last years
of the British Administration, and the drastic economic downturn immediately
thereafter.
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We all remember those hectic years, in terms of economic growth, and in
terms of the hundred and one things which had to be done by 1 July 1997.
There was also the overriding political consideration in securing a smooth
transition, and morale within the Civil Service must not be placed under any risk.
Although the British Administration was fully aware of the need for "trimming
down", it would have been unthinkable to tackle any large-scale reform or
review.

But the truth remains, sooner or later, we have to face the facts, and pick
up the surgical knife which has to excise in order to restore health and vitality.

The two most visible problems are the level of salaries and the size of the
Civil Service. The deeper issues are productivity and culture. The means as
suggested in the consultation paper of the Secretary for the Civil Service is a
major restructuring. It is an ambitious plan. In the light of the response of
various groups of civil servants, many people are beginning to think that the plan
Is too ambitious, trying to do too much in too short a time.

Madam President, | agree with the motion and the amendments. The
Honourable CHAN Kwok-keung puts it more strongly. He says that the
Government must first gain the acceptance and support of civil servants. The
Honourable Miss Emily LAU says that the Government should consider their
views while also considering the views of the public. Obviously, co-operation
and a high measure of consensus is essential to lasting success. But reform
there has to be. The reform must go ahead, or the whole community, including
civil servants and their families, will pay a heavy price.

Salaries and cost must come down. You cannot do so without freezing
or even cutting the level of pay of at least a large part of the Civil Service. The
numbers have to be reduced. Large numbers of staff doing less than an honest
day of work is not only a burden on resources, but a poison to morale.
Meanwhile, because costs of service provided by the public sector are high, the
anomaly becomes daily more apparent and less acceptable, of grassroots private
sector citizens having to take both a decrease in income and an increase in fees,
charges and other expenses, introduced by the Government which has to make
both ends meet.

So what is the reform we have to introduce, for which we hope to consult
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and convince the Civil Service?

First, | think we have to realize that a good civil service need many
different kinds of people. There are routine jobs which require a willingness to
follow form and rules. There are supervisory jobs which require the ability to
manage and organize. There are positions of leadership, of creative thinking,
or of professional expertise. You plainly need different terms of employment
to attract different types of people and allow them to work in such a way as to
achieve maximum results.

Secondly, we have to accept that different departments of the Government
may have to operate in different ways. What suits one department may be
wrong for another. It is particularity, not uniformity, which is needed. Just
to name one example, the Department of Justice, or the Legal Aid Department,
has very special requirements which have little in common with, say, the
Education Department or the Department of Health.

Therefore, | have doubts as to whether the approach of the Secretary for
the Civil Service is correct. He envisages agreement terms for the basic ranks,
and permanent terms for the supervisory grades. But is it not more reasonable
the other way round? Because the work on the level of basic ranks is more
routine, where consistency and smoothness are at a premium, there, stability is
the most important, and job security, reasonable pay and benefits are the right
attractions for people to go on doing them. Because they are of the greatest
number, stability among them would also mean stability for a sizable sector of
society.

On the other hand, on the supervisory and higher level, the job is likely to
offer greater satisfaction, and requires multi-facetted skill and knowledge, which
are required to be renewed from time to time. Is it not here that cross-
fertilization with the private sector is the most desirable, and failure to catch up
most rightly penalized? Is not on this level that competition is the most realistic
and practicable?

Pay structure may follow the same thinking. The "double increase™ of
automatic annual increment plus annual pay review can no longer be justified.
Instead, like the private sector, annual increment must be calculated on the basis
of performance and economic conditions. So the incentive for the basic ranks
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Is a better salary increase on the recommendation of those who supervise them.
On the other hand, as one goes on at the supervisory level, the more senior in
rank, the more one must be prepared for wider fluctuations of increase or lack of
it according to more exacting criteria of performance.

Flexibility to meet the different needs and requirements of different
departments also applies in terms of size of staff and establishment. As | have
said earlier, the Department of Justice and the Legal Aid Department are unique.
Here, the work requires professional qualification, the workload fluctuates, but
each piece of work can be extremely urgent and is generally self-contained.
There, one can aim at a very slim core supplemented by "free lance™ through
briefing out. The mechanism should be provided for pay for very specialized
professional skills, such as law drafting or international negotiations, to be
adjusted to the market rate. Professional quality is a greater concern than
stability.

Madam President, | think that the Civil Service, on whatever level, must
be suffused with ...... May | finished this sentence?

EEREE FWBESKRET -

MISS MARGARET NG : ...... must be suffused with a sense of pride.
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, civil service reform is in part to
get the Government to do its job better. | am concerned that in spite of the
Enhanced Productivity Programme headed by the Chief Secretary for
Administration and also now the review on pay and on training headed by the
Secretary for the Civil Service, they will not reach the ultimate target of getting
our Government to do its job better. The reason | say this is that in order to get
the Government to do its job better, we really need a review of how the
Government is organized. We need to review how decisions are made and
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implemented to look at productivity enhancement. Simply by cutting 5% or
above from the annual budget will not achieve that target. To look at just the
rank and file's pay and their training will again not reach that ultimate target.
So | am afraid that we need to do a lot more if we want to get the Government as
a whole to do its job better.

| think the problem with the current reform is that it is not being seen
within the political context. It is essentially managerial and administrative in
nature. It is dealing with the bureaucracy and we have a colonial style
bureaucracy. This is a bureaucracy that favours seniority. This is one where
it is difficult to get rid of people. It is one where it is very difficult so far to
have an infusion of new blood into the system which the Honourable Miss
Margaret NG has just talked about. What do we see in the senior ranks of the
Government today? It is in the senior ranks that key decisions are made. If
there are problems at the bottom within their own bureaux or departments that
are not fixed, it is because the head person is not fixing them. We see the most
senior ranks of our Civil Service almost everyday in this Council. But excuse
me for being blunt, | think that some of them do not deserve to head the
Government. They do not deserve to be there.

| agree with Miss Margaret NG that there is no shortage of people who are
devoted to their work and who work extremely hard. But | think that there are
also many people who, perhaps, have been over-promoted. We have to
question whether the traditional colonial Administration Officer System puts the
best people there to do the jobs that they are required to do. We have too many
people who are at Secretary level but are not trained to do specialist jobs. It is
a pity, but this is the system that we have to deal with. | am pleased that the
Government is willing to look at it. But, Madam President, the question is that
we are not looking far enough or deep enough. And therefore, if we are not
willing, or if we do not have the courage to look at how the Government is
structured, how can we get better decisions to be taken? We are going to have
the rank and file as well as the public continued to believe actually that the top
ranks are just covering their own backsights, that they are trying to get the lower
ranks to bear the brunt of the civil service reform and not for the senior ranks to
become politically accountable for their decisions.

| was shocked when it took three reviews for the senior ranks of the Civil
Service to come out after the airport debacle to say, "Yes, maybe something is
wrong and we will look at it." It took the Chief Executive-appointed inquiry, it
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took a select committee from this Council and it took the Ombudsman report.
What else do we need? Where is the political accountability? Madam
President, what we have in the Civil Service is what | called "bureaucratic
accountability”. Civil servants account to the persons above them. They
account to their senior officers. They come out to the Legislative Council and
give an explanation for action or inaction. What they do not do is to have to
answer politically. They do not have to answer to the public for incompetence,
for negligence or for the wrong decisions. Nobody seems to have to take
accountability of mistakes. Is that the way we want our Administration and
political system to continue? If not, if we want people to be politically
accountable, | am afraid that we have to look at political reform.

Let me just make three points because | agree with much of what the
Honourable Miss Emily LAU and Miss Margaret NG have said, and | do not
wish to repeat what has already been well put.

First of all is that, yes, the Government should look at how they can get
rid of civil servants who are incompetent. However, the stability in terms
should be provided for people at the bottom. People at the top have to take the
risk. Therefore, | think that Miss Margaret NG and | are entirely at one. The
way the Civil Service Bureau is going about it is exactly the wrong way round.

Secondly, | think that the Civil Service Bureau itself must have greater
transparency and scrutiny. After all, it is the Civil Service Bureau that controls
posting and promotions. And we all know how important they are to all ranks
of the Civil Service. The Secretary may say to me that we already have the
Public Service Commission. Well, | think that this Council knows well enough
so far that the Public Service Commission cannot provide the level of scrutiny,
transparency and independence that it is required. | am not just speaking for
this Council, but for many civil servants that it is important that the Civil Service
Bureau itself should have a higher level of accountability and scrutiny.

And lastly — | am doing this again, Madam President, and you must
excuse me for repeating myself — 1 call on the Chief Executive to actually put
in place a constitutional convention. It is not enough to just look at
bureaucratic reform and we need to look at political reform at the same time, if
we are truely to have a politically accountable system.
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I will support the amendment of Miss Emily LAU but | have reservations

about the amendment of the Honourable CHEUNG Man-kwong, simply because
by narrowing down the areas again that we are discussing, | am afraid that this
would just cause further delay for what is already a narrow part of the civil
service reform.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, took the Chair.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Mr Deputy, the Government's determination to
reform the Civil Service had once received extensive support in the society.
Many opinion leaders, including some Honourable colleagues here, applauded
the long-awaited move as a bold stride to strengthen the public service. But
shortly afterwards, while thousands of civil servants took to the street to air their
fury, the Government's determination was accused of causing social unrest and
creating bad examples for the private sector. The opposition said that a lower
level of benefits would drive the civil servants to greater temptation of
corruption. These claims cast serious doubts as to whether our civil servants
are a professional workforce under strict supervision.

| am of the opinion that how the Government has handled the issue
deserves much criticism. Instead of drawing clear boundaries of reform and
Issuing unequivocal instructions, the Government is ambivalent about the degree
and pace of reform. What really hurts is the sense of insecurity and the
breeding rumours. Now a strong opposition is formed and the Government is
called to soften its stance.

If we trust that the direction of reform is correct, | see no reason to
abandon the plan. | support the Honourable Miss Emily LAU's amendment,
which suggests more flexibility in handling the case while maintaining the cause
for reform.  Now, it is time for civil servants to demonstrate flexibility as well.
In the face of a flagging economy, | see no way the public sector can evade the
tides of reform across the board.

It has been argued that reforms in the public sector would prompt similar
changes in the private sector. While the private sector has gone through many
of the same changes, it is not likely that public sector reform is the sole reason.
The painful adjustment in the business community is straight reflection of the
gloomy economic climate. The lowering of the cost of business is a way to
achieve competitiveness amid devalued economies nearby. If we cast aside
warnings from the economy and remain complacent with our past success, we
are doomed to lose control of public expenses. If this happens, we will
eventually lose out in the regional competition as well.

It is essential to revamp our civil service system to see if we are hiring
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multiple workers for one job and giving reasonable level of remuneration. Ten
years ago, the Government was short of applicants for Assistant Social Work
Officers and Executive Officers. The starting point for these two grades were
raised from Master Pay Scale point 16 to points 18 and 17 respectively.
Incredibly, the temporary measure has lasted for 10 years disregarding the
serious oversupply of graduates during these years. Now, we are hiring fresh
social work graduates at HK$23,000, which is the price of a senior executive in
the private sector. Can we still afford such a luxurious level of payment? Or
shall we overhaul the system and see what has gone wrong?

| believe that dialogue, rather than wars of words, will be conducive to
alleviating the tension between the Government and civil servant groups. It is
Important that Hong Kong stays flexible and remains willing to adjust to the
confines of the situation. | hope that the public sector will become our vivid
example in coping with the change.

Mr Deputy, with these remarks, | support Miss Emily LAU"s amendment.
Thank you.
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Mr CHAN Wing-chan rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 17
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 11
were in favour of the amendment, 16 against it and one abstained. Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, 15 were in favour of the amendment and six
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 28 were present, 16
were in favour of the amendment and 11 against it. Since the question was
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was carried.
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Miss Emily LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, 16 were in favour of the motion as amended and
five against it; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were
present, 16 were in favour of the motion as amended, 11 against it and one
abstained. Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the two
groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the motion as amended
was carried.
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Adjourned accordingly at a quarter past Ten o"clock.
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Annex |
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary Justice to Mr YEUNG Yiu-chung's
supplementary question to Question 4

With data supplied by the Law Society, the requested information is now
provided as follows:

Size in terms of number of practising

solicitors (both full-time and part-time) Number of firms
1-4 328
5-9 171
10-19 67
20 or more 30

Total 596
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Annexes Il and 111
WRITTEN ANSWERS

Written answer by the Secretary Justice to Mrs Selina CHOW and Miss
Margaret NG's supplementary question to Question 4

The required information is now provided as follows:
Number of practising senior counsel 53

Number of practising senior counsel who had responded 44
to the survey conducted by the Bar Association

Number of practising junior counsel 650

Total number of practising barristers 703
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Annex IV
WRITTEN ANSWER

Translation of written answer by the Secretary for Trade and Industry to
Mr LAU Kong-wah's supplementary question to Question 5

During the period between the full operation of the Prevention of Copyright
Piracy Ordinance on 29 August 1998 and 15 June 1999, Customs and Excise
officers have discovered in total six cases in which manufacturers® codes have
not been marked on the optical discs in accordance with the standards. As such
cases only constitute minor offences, the relevant licensees will be prosecuted
summarily.

Furthermore, since the operation of the Ordinance, the Customs and
Excise Department has smashed eight underground workshops which
manufacture optical discs without a licence. As a result, 12 production lines
have been involved and 20 persons arrested. Apart from prosecuting those
involved under the Copyright Ordinance, the Department will also bring an
extra charge of producing optical discs without a licence against the
underground workshops in accordance with the Prevention of Copyright Piracy
Ordinance.



