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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, | believe that the Secretary has
given us an impression that acid rain is not something that Hong Kong needs to
worry about. Thus | would like to ask him whether the Government has been
collecting evidence of acid rain causing damage to the vegetation, ecosystem,
buildings and monuments in Hong Kong. If yes, over what period, and if not,
why not?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Madam
President, | think, actually, that impression was wrong. If we were not
concerned about the effect of acid rain on water, crops, fishery, buildings and
everything, we would not have monitored that situation so closely, nor would we
necessarily have to put so much effort on the reduction of the emissions
concerned. Clearly, acid rain affects the ecosystem. In the case of agriculture,
it could reduce soil fertility, and in some cases of acute acid rain, it could even
damage particular plants. Thus, we do actually regard reduction of acidity in
the rain as a priority. And this is one of the subjects which we will focus on
when going through the study with Guangdong.

MISS CHRISTINE LOH: My question has not been answered. | asked
specifically whether the Government has been collecting evidence of damage.
If the answer is yes, | would like to see the result. If the answer is no, perhaps
we need to have a more accurate picture of the evidence.

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Madam
President, if we are actually talking about crop loss, | am sorry to say that we do
not have that nature of data. But research has been carried out on the effect of
acid rain on, for example, the surface of buildings, and we do have documents
on the effect of that on different types of surfaces, such as limestone, marble,
sand and concrete. Thus, we do know the effect of acid rain at least on
buildings.
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Research Group Concerning China's Accession to WTO
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Air Pollution Problem

16, DR DAVID LlI: It is observed that the air pollution problem last winter
was acute. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of the
actions it will take to alleviate the air pollution problem in the coming winter?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Madam
President, we face two air pollution problems. First, street level air pollution
mainly caused by the intensity of vehicle use in our dense urban environment.
Second, visible ambient air pollution caused by emission sources in Hong Kong
but is also affected by regional air quality problems.

In respect of the second problem, emissions from Hong Kong and from
Southern China each affect the other's background air pollution. The influence
of the cross boundary effects in Hong Kong is most noticeable during the winter
months when the prevailing winds come northerly directions. This is generally
the time when we record the highest levels of air pollution and poorest visibility.

In respect of the street level air pollution problem, a series of measures to
reduce the emissions of the present vehicle fleet, in particular from diesel
vehicles, are being taken. These include:

(1) New diesel vehicles: all new diesel vehicles having to meet much
tighter specifications than the old diesel vehicles they replace.
Vehicles meeting the latest standards emit 80% less particulates and
53% less hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides than pre-1995 vehicles.
One significant measure for improving urban air quality is the
replacement of buses of the China Motor Bus Company Limited
(CMB). The latest planning is that 500 ex-CMB buses will be
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©)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

replaced by end of 1999.

Taxis: we are working to ensure that all taxis will switch from diesel
fuel to liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) from end of 2000. In the
interim, we are working with the trade to improve the standards of
maintenance and to develop particulate traps that can reduce the
particulate emissions by up to 20% from individual diesel taxis
before they convert to the cleaner LPG.

Buses: the franchised bus companies have agreed to install diesel
catalysts on some 2 000 buses that do not meet the latest Euro Il
emission standards. These can reduce emissions from individual
vehicles by up to 50%. At the same time, the Transport
Department is carrying out a major exercise to reduce the number
of bus stops so as to reduce congestion, improve traffic flow, and
thereby reduce emissions.

Pedestrianization: an action group has been set up to identify areas
of the city that are badly affected by street level air pollution, and
could benefit from pedestrianization or restricted access schemes.
We will work together with the district boards and local
communities to turn these ideas into practical schemes to reduce the
exposure of citizens to street level pollution.

Light diesel vehicles: we are working with the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University to develop particulate traps similar to those
being developed for taxis for all categories of light diesel vehicles.

Heavy diesel vehicles: we will conduct a trial using suitable vehicles
in the government fleet and the private sector to test out catalysts
that can be used by different types of heavy vehicles. Subject to
the findings of the trial, we would consider whether all suitable
government heavy vehicles should be fitted with catalysts and
encourage private transport operators to do the same.

Cleaner fuel: we have banned leaded petrol and required the most
stringent motor diesel fuel in Asia. We are working to introduce
ultra low sulphur diesel fuel initially for franchised bus fleet. We
will also be exploring with the industrial sector to improve the
standard for industrial diesel to match the present standard for
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motor diesel.

(8) Education: major education efforts targeted at professional drivers
and at the motor vehicle maintenance trade are being launched.
We are also launching new programmes to educate every section of
the community about what they can do to help tackle air pollution.

(9) Enforcement: the police and the Environmental Protection
Department (EPD) are stepping up action against smoky vehicles.
The EPD is going to expand its smoky vehicle spotter scheme and
the Customs and Excise Department is increasing enforcement
against vehicles using illegal motor fuel and against suppliers of
illegal fuel.

(10) New testing equipment: the police have already been provided with
portable smoke meter for more effective on-street enforcement
against smoky vehicles. Smoky vehicle testing centres for light
duty vehicles will have new dynamometer testing equipment in
September. Heavy vehicle dynamometers will be introduced in
2000.

(11) Legislation: we will put to the Legislative Council within this year a
proposal to increase the level of fixed penalty fine for smoky
vehicle offences. We will also set out for public consultation later
this year scheme to control over idling vehicles which fail to switch
off their engines.

(12) Government taking the lead: a series of measures are being adopted
to improve the environmental performance of the government
vehicle fleet. 'We will review the use of the fleet to ensure optimal
use of existing vehicles. About 1 000 pre Euro | diesel vehicles
will be replaced with Euro Il or higher standard vehicles within
three years. We will include environmental performance of
vehicles as one of the assessment criteria for hired car contracts.
Government fleet will be used to test out new technology vehicles.

These measures to contain street level emissions also will have effect on
ambient air quality and visibility, but the extent of this effect depends upon other
measures being taken to tackle local and regional air pollution. Within Hong
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Kong, emissions from power generation, industry and construction have all
reduced significantly. Sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides emissions fell by
54% and 45% respectively between 1992 and 1997. However, the continuing
development and urbanization of Hong Kong and Guangdong is putting pressure
on air quality in the entire Pearl River Delta Region. Rapidly increasing air
pollution emissions from sources such as motor vehicles, power stations,
Industries and construction activities are having serious adverse impact on both
local and regional air quality. The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government is therefore working with counterparts in Guangdong to develop
regional programmes to address these problems.

WERRECSEHAARRMERMEEY

Collection and Disposal of Used Cooking Oil and Grease Trap Waste

17 MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Regarding the collection and disposal of used
cooking oil and grease trap waste (collectively known as "the waste" below) in

Hong Kong, will the Administration inform this Council of:

(@) the quantity of the waste generated in Hong Kong in each of the past
three years;

(b) the proper collection and disposal procedure in respect of the
waste;

(c) the cost of disposing of each cu m of the waste at landfill;

(d) the expected lifetime of the temporary landfill for the waste and its
plans for a permanent facility;

(e) the current number of licensed restaurants in Hong Kong, broken
down by restaurant size and type of waste disposal facility;

(f)  the average cost of disposing of the waste generated by a restaurant
in the urban area;

(g) the current number of licensed collectors for the waste;
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(h)

(i)

()

(k)

the quantity of the waste collected by licensed collectors in each of
the past three years;

the methods used by the Environmental Protection Department
(EPD) for detecting illegal disposal of the waste;

the number of prosecutions instituted against licensed and
unlicensed collectors in each of the past three years for illegal
disposal of the waste; and

the costs of maintenance works on public sewers and storm drains
caused by illegal dumping of the waste?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Madam

President,

(@)

(b)

()

The quantities of used cooking oil generated from domestic
premises vary according to cooking habits and are discharged into
the sewage system or disposed of as household waste. In the case
of restaurants and food business, however, these premises are
required under their licensing conditions to install grease traps for
collection of oily and greasy substances. Some small restaurants
mix their grease trap waste with other municipal solid waste.
Consequently, we have not been able to compile accurate statistics
on the quantities of the waste generated in Hong Kong.

Small quantities of the waste are normally collected manually from
grease traps and mixed with other refuse for disposal at landfills.
Larger quantities of the waste are usually pumped mechanically into
special tanks by registered collectors and transported directly to the
Interim Grease Trap Waste Treatment Facility (IGTWTF) in the
West New Territories (WENT) Landfill. There, the oil and grease
Is extracted and mixed with fly ash before disposal at the landfill.
The residual liquid is treated separately in the IGTWTF before
being discharged into the sewer system.

Disposal of the waste at the WENT Landfill costs about $140 per cu



kg — 1999%F 6 B 23 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 June 1999 53

(d)

(f)

(@)

(h)

The WENT Landfill is not a temporary landfill. The IGTWTF at
the WENT Landfill is a temporary disposal facility for the waste
until an incineration facility is commissioned or other reprocessing
facilities are developed that can treat this waste. We are
examining plans for the construction of Waste-to-Energy
Incineration Facilities and Sludge Incineration Facilities which
would be able to handle the waste in the long term.

The number of licensed restaurants is about 8 400.  All restaurants
are required under the licence conditions to provide grease traps of
sufficient capacity and adequate number of refuse bins. These
statistics, which are compiled by the Urban Services Department
and the Regional Services Department, do not break down by
restaurant size and types of waste disposal facility.

At present, disposal of the waste at landfills is free. From the
information provided by the Director of Environmental Protection,
private companies® collection costs range from $1,000 to $2,000
per trip in the urban areas. The level of charge depends on a number
of factors such as the accessibility and size of the grease traps, and
the time of collection.

Collectors of the waste do not require a licence. However, there
are 39 collectors registered with the EPD. Registration enables
collectors to deliver the waste to the IGTWTF at the WENT
Landfill.

The amount of the waste that has been delivered to the WENT
Landfill by registered collectors from 1996 to May 1999 is as

follows:

Year Amount (tonnes)
(Rounded to nearest 100)

1996 23 500
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(i)

()

(k)

RERE

1997 27 000
1998 40 000
Up to May 1999 24300

The detection of improper disposal of the waste follows similar
methods as for other environmental offences. The EPD's Local
Control Office staff conduct regular unannounced inspections and
patrols of blackspots and will take enforcement actions against
collectors who have contravened the Water Pollution Control
Ordinance (WPCQO). The EPD also receives and takes action
based on public complaints and intelligence collected from various
sources.

As mentioned earlier, the collection of the waste does not require a
licence. Prosecutions against contravention of the WPCO for
discharging the waste illegally are as follows:

Year No. of prosecutions

1996
1997
1998

Up to May 1999 13

o O O

All public sewers are regularly maintained and repaired. There is
no itemization of costs which can be attributed to damages caused
by illegal discharge of the waste.

Concessions for the Elderly

18, ZTE

mB A RE TSR o s FH & B LB E R A
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REXRBRIREER(U
Award of Honorary Degrees by Local Universities

19,  MISS EMILY LAU: Regarding the award by local universities of
honorary degrees to outstanding persons and the appointment of such persons as
members of the governing councils, will the executive authorities inform this
Council:

(@) whether it knows if any such persons had made donations to the
university concerned in the 36 months prior to being awarded such
degrees in the past three years; if so, the names of such persons and
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(b)
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the amount of donation in each case;

whether it knows if any such awardees referred to in (a) above were
subsequently appointed as members of the universities governing
councils or equivalent bodies; if so, the names of such persons; and
whether it has assessed if such persons referred to in (b) above are
able to monitor the work of the universities concerned impartially?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President,

(@)

There are over 500 members currently serving on the governing
bodies of the University Grants Committee-funded institutions.
On checking separate records of Council membership and honorary
degree recipients as well as information on donations to institutions,
we note that only three of these serving members are honorary
degree recipients who have also made donations in their personal
capacity to the institutions concerned within 36 months before
receiving the degrees. However, it is not considered appropriate
by the Administration and the institutions concerned to disclose the
names of these persons and the amount of their donations as this is a
matter between the donors and the institutions.

(b) and (c)

AE
BILLS

AEEBE

None of the three persons referred to in (a) above was appointed as
new member to the governing bodies concerned subsequent to the
award of their honorary degrees. They had all been first appointed
to the relevant governing bodies before they received the degrees.

First Reading of Bills
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EREEEHHE

1999 F R 3k (MIEME ) BHEE)
STATUTE LAW (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) BILL 1999

(BEEBRAAEFXRHBEAXEBRAIAER)
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE SERVICE CHILDREN'S EDUCATION TRUST
FUND BILL

(BRABBEHNEE)
LINGNAN UNIVERSITY BILL

1999 FFixEBEELEeR (F 185%) EHERE)
ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 18) BILL 1999

1999 FEM#AEFR (1998-99 F/E ) EHEZE)
SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1998-99) BILL 1999

ME (1999 Fpki ik (EEMATE) ROIFEZE)
(BEHBRARTXLAETERRERRIESR)
(M ARERAIER)
(1999 F i E B (5% 18 57) HRAIFEZE)
(1999 B s (1998-99 £ ) BREIFEE) -

RPN KA e - Wk (HFEHA) B 53 8B (3)HEIME » Zam L HF
-

Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

—_ ===

N o &
/LR — AR

Second Reading of Bills
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STATUTE LAW (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) BILL 1999
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CUSTOMS AND EXCISE SERVICE CHILDREN'S EDUCATION TRUST
FUND BILL
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ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 18) BILL 1999
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) BRBIEZR) FLLZ#E -
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1999 Mz (1998-99 FE ) EHEZE)
SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1998-99) BILL 1999

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: President, | move that the
Supplementary Appropriation (1998-99) Bill 1999 be read the Second time.

Section 9 of the Public Finance Ordinance states that "If at the close of
account for any financial year it is found that expenditure charged to any head is
in excess of the sum appropriated for that head by an Appropriation Ordinance,
the excess shall be included in a Supplementary Appropriation Bill which shall
be introduced into the Legislative Council as soon as practicable after the close
of the financial year to which the excess expenditure relates".

The expenditure accounts for the financial year 1998-99 have been
finalized by the Director of Accounting Services. The expenditure charged to
32 heads out of a total of 90 heads is in excess of the sum originally appropriated
for those heads in the Appropriation Ordinance 1998. In each head, the excess
expenditure reflects supplementary provision approved by the Finance
Committee or under powers delegated by it. The Supplementary Appropriation
(1998-99) Bill 1999 seeks final legislative authority for the amount of
supplementary provision approved during the year in respect of particular heads
of expenditure by the Finance Committee or under powers delegated by it.

The total supplementary appropriation required in respect of the 32 heads
of expenditure is $4,788.4 million. In addition to the normal increases
resulting from the annual pay adjustment and the inflation related adjustments to
the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance and Social Security Allowance
Schemes, the supplementary appropriation is largely attributable to two
payments for which no provision was made in the original estimates. These
were the second instalment of the compensation payable to the Hong Kong
Telecom International of $3,350 million for the early surrender of its
telecommunications licence and the payment of a one-off grant of $2,613 million
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to the Municipal Councils to compensate their loss in revenue as a result of the
rates rebate in 1998-99.

Despite these two exceptional un-budgeted payments, total expenditure
from the General Revenue Account was within the amount originally included in
the Appropriation Ordinance 1998 as a result of savings in various heads of
expenditure and the provision made for additional commitments in the original
estimates for the year.

President, 1 hope Members will support the Supplementary Appropriation

(1998-99) Bill 1999. Thank you.
FE  RBAER SR FRFEERE 0 (1999 FEmE s (1998-99 &)
rRPIESR) TLLE -

IR (RERA) > ERmBEAEMNE  MEERNTHABEZE G &
oo
REEE _ER
Resumption of Second Reading Debate on Bill
TEAGHRAERE (1999 FLF (BEF]7) HRAER) B9 @k -
€1999 £ AR (1BET) BAERE)
COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999
MREFRRSR 199 F 3B 10 HENEMWEGN EEX ZEEE

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 10 March
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MR ALBERT HO: Madam President, as Chairman of the Bills Committee on
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Companies (Amendment) Bill 1999, I wish to report to Honourable Members
the deliberations of the Bills Committee. During the course of deliberation, a
number of organizations have given valuable comments on the Bill, and | would
like to take this opportunity to thank them, particularly the Hong Kong Society
of Accountants and the Hong Kong Institute of Company Secretaries, for the
assistance rendered.

The Bill seeks to amend the Companies Ordinance in order to provide the
benefits of merger relief to companies in cases of mergers and reconstructions
and to update and streamline the operation of the Ordinance.

Having examined the legal requirement relating to merger relief of major
common law jurisdictions, the Bills Committee supports the proposed statutory
accounting arrangements, whereby benefits of merger relief can be provided to
companies undergoing certain acquisitions, mergers and reconstructions.

The Bill proposes that an application for deregistration of a company must
be accompanied by a written notice from the Commissioner of Inland Revenue
stating that the Commissioner has no objection to the company being
deregistered. A new fee item of $350 will also be introduced for issuing the
notice. Members had questioned the need to obtain such a notice as there are
already existing statutory provisions to safeguard the interests of creditors and
other affected parties upon a company’s deregistration. Furthermore, as it
seems unlikely that an inactive company soon to be deregistered would owe a
large amount of tax, Members had also questioned whether the benefit of having
such a requirement would justify the cost.

During the discussion with the Administration, the Bills Committee has
noted that although there are existing statutory provisions to safeguard the
interests of creditors and so on, the remedial actions to be sought could be both
time-consuming and resource-consuming. These actions, which may involve
making recourse to the court to redress the position, the lengthy process of
reviving a company and taking action against its officers, will be at the expense
of public money. The Bills Committee has sought an analysis of past cases of
objections raised by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue against striking off of
registration of companies and the cost analysis of the additional resources
required for issuing the "no-objection notice. After studying the relevant
analyses, Members consider the need of the tax clearance requirement and the
charge of $350 justified. That having been said, | should mention that in the
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course of examining the Bill, the representative of the Inland Revenue
Department undertook to issue a performance pledge to the effect that most of
the applications for tax clearance (which I understand to be 80% to 90% of the
applications) will be completed in 30 days.

The Bill proposes to add the new section "303B Protection of Registrar etc.
where computerized information etc. is used". Members of the Bills
Committee are dissatisfied that under the new section, the Registrar of
Companies would not be liable for any error or omission of computerized
information which he provides for the purposes of the Ordinance. The Bills
Committee is particularly concerned that the Registrar would not even be liable
for any tortious action such as gross negligence. Having checked
corresponding provisions in section 23A of the Land Registration Ordinance and
other similar provisions in other ordinances, Members are of the view that the
other provisions do not protect government officers to such an extent. In
response, the Administration has reviewed the relevant provisions in the Bill and
will move appropriate Committee stage amendments to address members’
concern.

The Bills Committee notes that the new section 48F(3) proposed under
clause 5 of the Bill has the effect that the provisions of regulations made under
this section shall prevail over the provisions in the Ordinance. Members find
this unacceptable as the making of provisions in ordinances requires more
elaborate scrutiny procedures by the Legislative Council than the making of
regulations. Besides, regulations are subsidiary legislation to the Ordinance
and should not prevail over the latter. In response to the concern, the
Administration has agreed to move an appropriate Committee stage amendment
to delete section 48F(3) and to provide that regulations to be made thereunder
will need to be approved by resolution of the Legislative Council.

The Bills Committee has examined the amendments to be moved by the
Administration at Committee stage, including the amendments to address the
Bills Committee's concerns and those technical amendments to rectify technical
and drafting aspects of the Bill, and find them acceptable.

Madam President, on behalf of the Bills Committee, | seek the Council's
support of the Bill and the Committee stage amendments to be moved by the
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Administration. Thank you.
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MECMELE 24

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam Chairman, | move that
Schedules 1 to 24 be amended as set out in the paper circulated to Members.
The amendments are in line with that agreed by the Administration with the Bills
Committee which examined the Adaptation of Laws Bill 1998.

It is proposed to amend the saving provisions covered by the present Bill
by deleting the expression, "the rights of the Central People's Government or
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the
Basic Law or other laws", and inserting instead "the rights of the Central
Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
under the Basic Law and other laws". This proposal is made according to the
text of item 10 of Annex 3 of the "Decision of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress on Treatment of the Laws Previously in Force in
Hong Kong in accordance with Article 160 of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China".

Thank you, Madam Chairman.
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SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam President, the

Adaptation of Laws (No. 14) Bill 1998

has passed through Committee with amendments. | move that this Bill be read

the Third time and do pass.
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EREEIR AR LREECSERZEUBFHEBEN REMERE

MWE ML 2E 13-

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam Chairman, | move that
Schedules 2 to 13 be amended as set out in the paper circulated to Members.
The amendments are in line with that agreed by the Administration with the Bills
Committee which examined the Adaptation of Laws Bill 1998.

It is proposed to amend the saving provisions covered by the present Bill
by deleting the expression "the rights of the Central People’s Government or the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Basic
Law or other laws", and inserting instead "the rights of the Central Authorities
or the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the
Basic Law and other laws". This proposal is made according to the text of item
10 of Annex 3 of the "Decision of the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress on Treatment of the Law Previously in Force in Hong Kong
in accordance with Article 160 of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China".
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Council then resumed.

/£7|<—FIE

Third Reading of Bill
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1998 X FEBEELEe (F 185%) EHEZE)
ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 18) BILL 1998

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam President, the
Adaptation of Laws (No. 18) Bill 1998

has passed through Committee with amendments. | move that this Bill be read
the Third time and do pass.

EFE O RREANSMCREBEOFEREZ @ (1998 FEAEE/LEdR (% 18
) BRPIFEZE) oL =@ EE -
ERE  RRAERSCEN Bl GFREE - REMHERR > BROFET -

(EREHET)

TR OKHFERET -

(BEHEEET)

EE RERBEEESEFERELDCRFHER - WEMHAEZESES -

ME - (1998 FEBEEE(LER (F 185) RIIFExE) -

REEE _ER
Resumption of Second Reading Debate on Bill

EEAGHRAERE (1999 FiEEBEEAEDR (B 14 58) GREIEE) 192
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1999 X EBEELEe (F 145%) BEHERER)
ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 14) BILL 1999

MEFHBREMN 1999 FS5B 19BHENKRAERE_EEZEX
Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 19 May 1999

EE:ELAHEAEHES?
(REmAEEREES)

EFE O RREANSMCREHOFRZEEEZ © (1999 FEAEELBER (F 14
i) BRBIEZR) FLLZ#E - MAEMFHERR  BRNVFET -

(EREHET)

EE OKHBFERET -

EE RERBEEESEFERELDCRFHER - WEMHAEZESES -

ME (1999 F A EE B (58 145 HRETERE) -

TEgEASEZETEEREE -
Council went into Committee.

TRZESTEEMKE
Commlttee Stage
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ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 14) BILL 1999
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LT EgEMmMEERBILES -
Council then resumed.

/i*—nﬁ

Third Reading of Bill

FE:EE = -

€1999 FiERZEELIECR (8 145%) BEHERE)
ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 14) BILL 1999
SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam President, the

Adaptation of Laws (No.14) Bill 1999

has passed through Committee without amendment. | move that this Bill be
read the Third time and do pass.
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, there is a common saying, "my
country right or wrong". | surely prefer my country to be right. If | can put it
In another way, "my mother drunk or sober”, | also prefer my mother to be
sober. 1 do not feel that there is always a need to defend my country on issues
where things are not very clear. It seems to be generally well accepted that
countries do awful things to each other. They spy on each other and they steal
things from each other. This is the whole industry that goes on. We really do
not have all the information to comment on part of the details of the Cox Report.

Madam President, from the bit that | have read of the Cox Report, it reads
like a thriller. It is certainly extraordinary of the Americans to have claimed
that China had been able to steal, and even more extraordinary that the
American security system could be so poor. However, | really do not think
that we have all the information to be too forceful about what really has
happened. | agree with my Honourable friend, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong,
that this is really not a matter of nationalism or patriotism. | repeat, | prefer
my mother to be sober, however, sometimes she gets drunk. But I still love
her.

So | do not wish to take sides on the allegations that are made or to
comment on the counter-allegations from China back to the United States. |
think that this Council should stick to what we know which are the implications
for Hong Kong. And it is for that reason that | prefer the amendment to the
original motion. Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 24 were present, 14 were in favour of the amendment, eight
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections and by the Election
Committee, 27 were present, 14 were in favour of the amendment and 12 against
it.  Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was carried.
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Meeting suspended.
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Council then resumed.
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Mr MA Fung-kwok rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 20 were present, one was in favour of the amendment, 12 against
it and seven abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were
present, six were in favour of the amendment, eight against it and 10 abstained.
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr Fred LI rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, 14
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against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections and by the Election
Committee, 25 were present, 15 were in favour of the amendment and nine
against it.  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two
groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was
negatived.
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NEXT MEETING

EE RBEEEMARG - AGE1999F 6 H 30 HEM=T+ 2K 30 7#E&

L FE R L 10 BF 24 2k -
Adjourned accordingly at twenty-four minutes past Ten o"clock.
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Annex 111
COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Financial Services

Clause Amendment Proposed
5 By deleting the proposed section 48F(3) and substituting -

"(3) No regulations shall be made under this section
unless a draft of them has been laid before and approved by
resolution of the Legislative Council and section 34 of the
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) shall
not apply to such regulations.".

25 In the proposed section 303B -

(@) in subsection (1), by deleting "neither the Government
nor a relevant person shall be" and substituting "a
relevant person shall not be personally™;

(b) by adding -

"(1A) The protection conferred on a
relevant person by subsection (1) in respect of an
error or omission shall not in any way affect any
liability of the Government in tort for the error
or omission.".
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27

Schedule

Amendment Proposed

By deleting the clause and substituting -

"26. Effect of registration under Ordinance

Section 322(3)(g) is amended by repealing everything
after "insolvency, of any contributory," and substituting "the
provisions of this Ordinance with respect to the personal
representatives and to the trustees of bankrupt or insolvent
contributories shall apply.".".

By deleting the clause and substituting -

"27. Contributories in winding up of
unregistered company

Section 328(2) is amended by repealing everything
after "insolvency, of any contributory," and substituting "the
provisions of this Ordinance with respect to the personal
representatives of deceased contributories and to the trustees
of bankrupt or insolvent contributories shall apply."."

By adding before "Companies (Winding-up) Rules" -
"Companies (Fees and Percentages) Order

1A. Schedule 1 amended

Item 2 of Schedule 1 to the Companies (Fees and
Percentages) Order (Cap. 32 sub. leg.) is amended by
adding -

"(ca) under section 291AB to reinstate the
registration of a company deregistered
under section 291AA;".".
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Clause Amendment Proposed

(b)

By adding -

4.

"Inland Revenue Ordinance
Section added

The Inland Revenue Ordinance (Cap. 112) is

amended by adding -

"88B. Notice of no objection in
respect of an application
to deregister a private
company under section 291AA
of Companies Ordinance

(1) On arequest made by a person who
Is entitled to apply for the deregistration of a
private company under section 291AA of the
Companies  Ordinance  (Cap. 32), the
Commissioner may issue a written notice stating
that he has no objection to the company being
deregistered.

(2) The fee specified in Schedule 11
shall be payable in respect of a request under
subsection (1).

(3) The Secretary for the Treasury may
by order amend Schedule 11.".
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Clause Amendment Proposed

5.  Schedule added
The following is added -
"SCHEDULE 11 [s. 88B]

FEE PAYABLE ON REQUEST FOR
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 88B

The fee payable in respect of a request
under section 88B is $350."."".
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Annex IV
ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 7) BILL 1999

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Financial Services

Clause

Schedule 6,
section 1

Schedule 6,
section 2

Schedule 6,
section 3

Schedule 6,
section 9(b)

Schedule 6,
section 10

Amendment Proposed

By deleting everything after “repealing” and substituting ""or
territory”™ wherever it appears and substituting ™, territory or

place".".

By deleting everything after “repealing” and substituting ""or

territory™ and substituting ", territory or place™.".

By deleting everything after “repealing” and substituting ""or
territory™ where it twice appears and substituting ", territory or

place".".

By deleting everything after “repealing” and substituting ""or
territory”™ wherever it appears and substituting ™, territory or

place".".

By deleting everything after “repealing” and substituting ""or

territory™ and substituting ", territory or place™.".
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Annex V
ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 14) BILL 1998

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Home Affairs

Clause

Schedule 1,
section 3

Schedule 2,
section 1

Schedule 3,
section 3

Schedule 4,
section 3

Schedule 5,
section 6

Schedule 6,
section 3

Amendment Proposed

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central" and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".
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Clause

Schedule 7,
section 3

Schedule 8,
section 3

Schedule 9,
section 3

Schedule 10,
section 3

Schedule 11,
section 2

Schedule 12,
section 3

Schedule 13,
section 3

Amendment Proposed

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".
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Clause

Schedule 14,
section 4

Schedule 15,
section 5

Schedule 16,
section 9

Schedule 17,
section 5

Schedule 18,
section 6

Schedule 19,
section 3

Schedule 20,
section 5

Amendment Proposed

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".
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Clause

Schedule 21,
section 3

Schedule 22,
section 3

Schedule 23,
section 3

Schedule 24,
section 3

Amendment Proposed

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".
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Annex VI
ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 18) BILL 1998

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Home Affairs

Clause

Schedule 2,
section 2

Schedule 3,
section 3

Schedule 4,
section 3

Schedule 5,
section 5

Schedule 6,
section 3

Schedule 7,
section 3

Amendment Proposed

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central" and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".
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Clause

Schedule 8,
section 3

Schedule 9,
section 6

Schedule 10,
section 6

Schedule 11,
section 3

Schedule 12,
section 3

Schedule 13,
section 5

Amendment Proposed

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".

By deleting everything after "Central” and substituting
"Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws".".



