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Report of the Panel on Environmental Affairs 1998/99

MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, with your permission, | would
like to make a report on the work of the Panel on Environmental Affairs for the
current legislative session. As Members have before you the report which sets
out the details of the work, I have no intention of going into each and every
subject matter discussed by the Panel. | would only draw Members" attention
to two pollution areas which are of particular concern to the Panel.

The deteriorating air quality is bothering every sector of the community.
As diesel vehicle emissions are identified as the major culprit of air pollution,
the Panel welcomes the proposal of the Administration to launch the Liquefied
Petroleum Gas Taxi Scheme. To ensure a smooth switch, members consider it
essential to provide financial incentives to motivate taxi drivers to replace their
diesel fleet. The Administration has undertaken to seriously consider
members® suggestion and will make a decision shortly.

Members of this Council will probably agree that reducing local vehicular
emissions is not the entire answer to the problem of air pollution. Given that
pollution respects no administrative boundary, the Panel has called on the
Administration to co-operate closely with its Guangdong counterparts to
improve the air quality in the entire Pearl River Delta Region. The Panel
supports the conduct of joint studies by the Hong Kong and the Guangdong sides
on priority areas of air pollution for the purpose of formulating control
strategies.

The second pollution area that | would like to mention is waste. Disposal
of waste in landfills, no doubt, is the least preferred option. Our efforts should
be geared towards waste reduction and recycling. To avoid the dumping of
recyclable waste in landfills, the Panel has strongly urged the Administration to
introduce short-term and long-term measures to assist the shrinking waste
recycling trade. One of the means suggested by the trade and endorsed by
members is to provide land at a concessionary premium to the waste recycling
business.
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Apart from municipal waste, the way in which construction and
demolition material is now managed is worrying members too. With the
production of about 32 000 tonnes of construction and demolition material per
day, Members of this Council would surely appreciate the extent of the problem.
| must say that the Panel is disappointed with the actions, or more accurately, the
Inaction, on the part of the Administration in dealing with the problem. Being
the controller of public works contracts, the Government should be in the best
position to plan and decide how construction and demolition material should be
disposed of. May | reiterate the request of the Panel to the Administration to
urgently work out concrete measures to properly address this pressing problem.

Madam President, these are my short remarks on the major concerns of
the Panel.
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Additional Taxi Stands at the Airport

5. MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, will the Government inform
this Council whether it knows if the Airport Authority (AA) will consider setting
up more taxi stands at various locations at the airport, such as outside the
commercial area, aircraft catering area and Cathay Pacific City?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Madam President, in considering the
provision of taxi stands at the airport, the Transport Department (TD) and the
AA take into account the demand for taxi services and the availability of suitable
sites for the designation of taxi stands.

At present, taxi stands are provided in the Ground Transportation Centre
of the airport, at the Chek Lap Kok Ferry Pier and at the Super Terminal 1 in the
Air Cargo Area. In addition, taxis are generally allowed to enter into premises
of airport tenants, including the aircraft catering area and the Cathay Pacific
City, to pick up and set down passengers.
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The AA holds regular meetings with the TD, the tenants at the airport and
the public transport operators to discuss traffic and transport matters concerning
the airport. So far, we have not received any request to set up additional taxi
stands at the airport. However, in response to recent suggestions by the taxi
trade, the AA and the TD are planning to relax the 24-hour restricted zones at
Catering Road West near the Air Mail Centre and at Chun Wan Road North near
the Express Centre of Hong Kong Air Cargo Terminal Limited to enable taxis to
pick up and set down passengers. The AA will continue to monitor the need
for additional taxi services and consider, together with the TD, further
relaxation of the 24-hour restricted zones at other locations in consultation with
the tenants at the airport and the taxi operators.
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Riot at Pillar Point Vietnamese Refugee Centre
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

MMBAEBNEEANLTREHTERE
Employment Visas Granted to Two Categories of Overseas Professionals

1. HAtRBEHFAIGEHNEAE H 1994 F£5 EmEFEZELHBR K
mHEFEAL" H TTERAR >~ BHASGRFFZEAN L R FI LAE % & 8
H - it #% H a5 A FE R R st 7 WA ?

REZBREE XN > LEZFHEHARFHRESR ,% 9 H 1994 25 FiR
ﬂ&fﬁﬁ’%ﬂjﬁ’\] HMEEAE” M "THRAE - -EBEABRERZANL HES
i BHDRIATTE -

TEAE ~ EH A&

£ 77 i ZEA & REFEN L
1994 2 485 T 017
1995 2 967 6 550
1996 2 177 7 650
1997 4 026 8 545
1998 2 932 T 702
1999(1-5 H) 961 2 713

S8 T 75 00 7 R A 1) O A O B B e O <

S Ji i o M PR PSS B R ET R kR LR A LAEET AR R Y
ANEF B "CEETERAE” M "HEXREBEXZNE” WEALZER
H A o BT DLt 2 o BZE MM 4 BT s K CP A o Y BT e

=

U



kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999 49

F i 1 7

20 BREA N
20-29 3%
30-39 B%
40-49 B

50 B& K PL B
B

b 4
H 1994 FLDIRFF TIE%E 7 LIEET 7] 58 K #E 1Y A 2

HEHRITHA A HERWYHEFENA
1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

2 2 0 0 0 151 153 124 253 427
638 716 616 880 1 029 2 937 2 696 1 997 3 699 5 272

1 410 1 453 1 110 1 750 2 177 1 316 1 538 1 154 3 017 4 310
73 811 590 936 1 227 419 572 397 1 384 1 986
293 355 255 413 497 219 312 198 922 1 761
3 116 3 337 2 571 3 979 4 930 5 042 5 271 3 870 9 27513 756

BRAEREEEBFEESENHERR
Bulk Tariff Group of Customers of the CLP

8. & Eﬁ%
&R
(—)
(=)
(=)
%«(

E 78 BB B ST T S B E B R B H B IR K BURF R &
& -

i "KRE2HEERH" AAEEENFTHEEIFRLA ( "F
B ) ST A B o 453 0 A5 H BB A B 5
FE Rl

b T Hr G 2 7 6] B 51 % X & & (E H A9 JF 5 IE & I T SF 0 &%
NAIGGEERTEFEFAMEER K
—fﬁ7 — e (B A & E AL EAE o LU S T g 5 09 R

Eﬁiﬁf/@ﬁzﬁ{%I/’?%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ EHR o AFERMA D EL o KA
B fa] ?

RREE:EF  KMLEROEHREEDNT

(—)

RghERHENERN  EMMOHEGEHS - ﬁﬂi@LﬁHb“ = H
@EE’HF@%%‘?)E oAlR "TKREMEERB Kk "ERNKHAEHE
H” - ZWMERAEEFREBHMMTNFIIES n’*’ﬂEEF‘E'éKﬂE
’%@a@%tﬂﬂ?i’]f'l{&)\% 32% > ¥ "REMEMHEH" FENE
BAIG 23% > % "EHERKAEEE" FFREOBEBEMN 9% -



kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
50 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999

(=) HEESFELH I HERFLRBRIHE XM AJEEEEHEREA -
A JFEERAERERER IFEER I UEEHHEA
(R R -

A "ERKAEEET WEFAZEAMERERE > 55
B CEAEMREEERE N "EEREEFREFERE” oAl
ERFN-ERFPFPEHHERANEFRERE-DNEE > TFK
R EREN > hEE AR HEERE  EHEFA
BMAONE 2P I BEEIT  REAFEHARFTRERSOE
FoHRERERARE BEGE-FREE EHEFEF A H
I 5Z W E K 6%EY BB T -

(=) HEMAMIHEEERX 48 25058 "EEHEEH" ~ &
HIEEEHEEE" ~ "REMNEHBEE" M "SFRKHEMH
g -

hEEL > ZAFERGIHEEAR R —HEAFNEHE
WAERTFERBENMAEEEE P AHE - JHiit > HEEEHE
ERMERAMHET - BREHEFLN “KREHEEE" 1 "5
TRHEEE WEFEEREKRENEE > BN T HERRIK
RERA > MEMBEEFEZFNPEOFHACEEILTELMEFR
[ S 7 fF B (o7 BB {E A (K 16% -

HERKFRAEEE - PREEARSHEENIFEEHFNE
i EE -

Amm/E R E

Trial Scheme for LPG Public Light Buses

0. BIREREE : BUFK_LHK G HEN IO & O 58 #7745 D Ea
GrEt #ag a7 - BLML - BOF A& & ARG -

(—) ZBEETKFIGZEF G E A - ER - FERMA D EL
R B fA]

(=) EHERIGHE LN NEEE E F I H 772 H & b7 2189 7] 77
M EmE o RERA DK



kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999 51

(=) THFTEMFFHETTZEA R E ?
MEIRBHHEREERE : K

(—)  BUFEFEIH A Y B 2 /)N B S8 5 ol A A AN VB A 1T 0 T SR R
5t B At & o Hoar > He M 1k B 25 5 i RS ik O e E S AR A
g R e/ NE T E o ETRER o B H AT R 5E 2T E
Al B At B A AH AT - (HET E R A A 52 RE T AE -

(20 HME st EEa et 80y el 17 1% > A NERR A LIEL
M MER - ZRMEY R HHE G HE/NE At Ers - I 1E B S 5
AE {18 I8 v 5 G B SR R AR BS R YA BT > DI S B EARLE -
A8 SE Al A — RS RUE o B o B 3N ED S SRR B AN (A & R HE AT

SRR -

(=) HAMFHEIAE 2000 FEHefTEHE QMR LS/ NE BT & -

ok g =g mokE
Nitrogen Dioxide Concentration in Ice Skating Rinks

10, RERXHEE : BH  WEAX BT IR - ZE N #Ek G 67 82k %
FFEERGEE —GILE  MERBE=ZKEANBIKGER PN LA EE
M2 2 R B 5 e Y B T i A BT S B & BE UL - BORF AT 27 2 A
K& HETEGA Gk GE Rk EprE LN —SIER G EFHAE EH
RABEZ KRG ZFALFKFEETEEFEE D HEHIEKSG T EEE
HFH G ERZF K GEEERNAZIEN  LIER AL ASETGEF
7

MEBEWHBREE  £F > TEMAELRBEKGH ERBEEBEOIZE 132
B (AR ERTERGEN) EEER - HEREREREF - BREE K
5l e R g NG AN DR 1T LK -

/

3R IRE 5 B8 Uk 5 kB Y PE IO ME Sl SRE RAR L IR E o A
o HFEWERE 311 B (EREREHRG) B -85 EEHERE
RIEE > HRafis S LE KPR - RBEEEZREREERE > =&
Jill
1

/]]]h'&

=

>

TSR INREIL TR RE S ER 300 5 © 15 15 15 Bl ] Ak
REJ—IHBTZEFr SR FHEY 160ppb EHE (RI& 10 (B ZE R 7 7 & H A EE

[@p]

0



kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
52 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999

RS LR E) BHEER -

H (M FEAG IR AT BB 0k 58 ECR AT (ERIRUE > £ —RIE L T ERE RS A
AtEERHNHHEZEZR  SZEZRT _SLLANREKRKFFEZEZRAERT
Va=| {

AN Y S 2 7 R U A U 2 SR RAB 2 Y -

BOEAFRNESZED L4
Reduction of Franchised Bus Routes Entering Central District

W, {AI$BZREE A 1 A iy & % el 5 o [ K] 28 308 175 2 38 ik 1Y 22 58175 e [ e
Ff i DA A F A A L F A R A L L BT
ol Y B A e F AT 77 iR M o FEUE o BRI S M AR 0 L H A Y
atlg >~ AITTHERHFEENZE ?

BWwiRRE T EFE > EEEH 1998 £ 10 ARBRET 7 —RIEK > XEZTE
ME#E— R GERE - FAREMRNE S —HERE 228 EE LK
o BMERER S kB E Nk KEME RS - B TR EEE R
AT EmEREFEREREELMWER - BEELEBEHFRNE S -
PLR B 7e 2 £ 8 48 A AU AN A 5 28 - SE B g 7C 0 5 8 B A IS A8 ¥ o & (R
f BB 52 8 > 0 DL i B i LR AT R A E B 28 K i R R GE A W T T Y B
i ES K EEFFMAER > RMEGTH®R T P E B ERORFEES -

EL@Efk A ETEEZAELER > TR ELTERE > L=
ZZREFR HRBZ GEE R > CLERREOTE —ERERE -
R - WM Eae1E 1 205 8 it & 1Y J5 2 & B e L s a i o — 28
hEEETE > E NE A E S B R TEERE - R
T fEiE e ih At SN (R E LR E i 1y T 17 1% -

AHBWAVEEF
Overcrowded Households in Public Rental Housing Estates
12 ZERES WL HEHMAE -

(—) BHENFLEG ( "WNE” ) FEFIALEFEEEE 4.5 F 7 RLEL
N LIRIEA4.5E 5.5 FHRZME (LUT#MH “HEF" ) HI#



kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999 53

H 73 5 R fe] © G5 # 8 M iw il 2~ By #E 77 1 ( “#R Bl & ™ ) 47
HAH -

(=) #1998 4F 17 % g £ 8 & S 19 1 BE 3 2 & B IF 7Y 23 2 #5872
H X

=) EEMBERE A o A 1E iG55 DU i P A JE R 5 2 R
B (7 B9 8 H R Al ?

FEERRBRE:EFE BEFE 1 AL BFEZEEHL T REHELSEE
FEHE S MEhE s BEM S 4Ho (AT E ERGE - FROES) -
FRFEEFRE > FRZ B M ENMET BT o 2% s B Ik 5
EHE ) - BE1999F 6 H 1 H  SEEHEHWEEFHENT ¢

B HL W I #F A JE 1 AN JE (E PR 7 7 A
T 4.5 FHK 4.5F 5. 49 FHKZ #H

(F) [ (F)

(F)

Bl 2 098 4 382 6 480
il 686 1 627 2 313
P B R PR K 1 096 2 575 3 671
HEES NS 588 1 969 2 557
B &S 543 1 978 2 521
FEWMFKR 1 237 1 972 3 209
IR - BN 869 1 293 2 162
v H e B 1L 326 1 467 1 793
e T T 443 17 263 24 706

BE1999F 6 H 1 H BEEEBBAELFRES 6480 5 - ZEH
Wk Sk S AT R - B PIALRE R 4 B A S ER -

HRSEEREBRATGERNERZE A — Wt - BEFREEEREE
REAZNHEESBRBBENATMEE - X4 0 7 1 589 #HHELEEL#
RE G H®E > AR EBRFWOE



TivE — 1999 % 6 A 30 H

54 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999

1 (F AT #% #8538 Ji (2
B B B i 1Y A7 B H
By 254
BRI 166
P9 H KPR K 231
HES NS 196
E PR 155
EWEEFEK 211
JCHA ~ B 5 ROK I 157
M R K B 1L 219
e &t 1 589

B FR A DL EE 8 1 & B @ s i FHE R W - f 1998 & > HF
459 MBI E H L HRAm i > AR HEFW T ¢

R (EF7 7% 775 38 ) 1+

& B b TR 57 a0 B 2 H
By 31
w1 KA 31
P9 H KPR K 54
HEES NS 231
EFT R EE -
22 R E K 112
JCEA ~ ¥ 5 R K I -
v R K B 1L -
e & T 459

#wEt (ARMEBI) 5 168A %
Reviewing Section 168A of the Companies Ordinance



kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999 55

13, BRXCEE  WELELLIE 32 F (LF/EF) 5 1684 1% - 412 5] HY
NIRRT s LB PR EF o PR R e E AR A L e H A (E a2 0 (F
RERTE o Z ey oA (DZBFETREKN N FRFOER  (DLZA
AIHY 5 2 0 AL ERTIE EHIN T AR IE 7 - (B) RN HEE N B8 BN & B 7%
2 A YRS E BB () M€ 7% 2 A el A R R H R 07 5 o BE L 0 BURF AT A 25 A

K

(—)

LY,

WK 3 AF o MR8 Lk R S AE HT 2 FE A i B FE AR F H A o B I 55 B
H @ &L % F oy S HI M FE B H (G5 # ar < B9 1E B 31 H
WiEE T ) 7 EE IR fE A GE A FE AR A B R T AR
I A 1] L] 2 3G R 1

AEar el Lkl HG > el lFER - #E RETT I
R B o] 5 WA

/

WL SFE  BXRMEFEHFEFELZAT ( "EEE" ) AHHKR
B ERIEH Zig i F A NRRIERGY - HA > &ZFMFE
WEH B EHE o R K

21 ] R B B bt (2 AT ) B9 R LR BE ) R R R 2 S OE A
1997 4F (F Hi 0 2 7 7

MREEBREE - E£E

(—)

(=)

(A el ) 25 168A e 5T A A &) B9 AF ol B¢ B 20 4% 3F & =] 1Y 5 55 B
RF 1= DA B LA 2 P st 1B 3 sl ik B SR Ef o B B (5 2R
ANEW) B AEH > AT IRBEARGA R EREREZERS - it > &
MEBERLRAT FROTERRIEE 1684 Akt 2
mHEEE R - W WMIREREERMEENHEEMMEE > R
NeEEE LG SHEEEEREF L EREK - I M BFE A&
IRl (o mEBT) 55 147 (2) (b) {6 BTl (19 1% DL M AR 45 55 1684 {5
mERRMER - f£@E 34 0 B 1996-97 - 1997-98 ~ 1998-99
MBFEEN  MEAARILREGAEREHEARRESF > HRR
BEHEEEZERER - AT A E B AT 5% e S g 458 2 R
HED R -

FH R Z IR AR A (L R R B ) BT e & E R 1997 £ # R



56

kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999

(=

()

A RER > BEHmEH (SR BB BREH A /N
RERMERRIES  REHZHER  FHPCKR 1998 F 3 HEKS
e NEEREHEBELEZES ( "HBEZES” ) HERKEHL
SER - HEMREOEREHFMRE AR - HHEEA
FRR 1999-2000 EEANABFREXHBEHBETNER - BUFE
E2EEBEZEGNERR TEH(LAAKMEEHEE B -
HREBZ BRI CORERE) AYBRSC > #tk > 7231 B &
BUR G2 A G #1525 168A AT B L b AT -

fEiEE 34 - B 1996-97 ~ 1997-98 ~ 1998-99 Mt FEE N » FE
& 3l i A A B R A B AR R EOR AR A F] R BT ) R 1684
e LB IR H 25 0 IR EE G o) SRS il AR 18 R #AT fR
b B AR/ AR R B TR - BlalEEEN (R REES
BREZEGHRH) G 24 B)ME TS LERIRE /KR HR
W TEEE XNEE g ERT HERE LR Rl RE -
EHiAmETSBEEER GRS (QF B - & 0F kO E <7
) - EREREREEHZ MR ERTEHF > IR EBRKE
)G NP RUE R o LA BEBBG R SRR EE ST (B
AHAT) DIEE N ml/NRR R - R IR EEIGEZ2ERNAE
SR EMNMER > EEEAE RS F REN ESEENER > B8
R EEHAM AL (B MR ) BRFmEE - EE &R
e HEE TR UR/NrRNGERES TSN 2
KE R E R > I H B R E DR A -

EEZE (O - F 5% B g I IE R e M &S R - BUF
GRHEHGFZEGREER®K > 4 RERS E 178 M kR R/ KR
PER AR -

HEMA B ERET
Professional Conduct of Teachers

14, e

(—)

BB B SRS

WML 5 F o EREFEREZSDFHAAE R FEFERLET R
P ERAAEEEFRF  BFERSLBBAAEERETR
i # R H e € X B IS (7 > Bk S EHERET R HINHZF
ZATAI N B



kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999 57

(=) BEFEFERIOE#BLMIEF B &5 ma & &%
K

}vg

(=) A (o] 1 Ji 1 7% 20 il 36 B2 5 £ <F 1Yl e 2

HEMRERBRE K

(—) BESF HEBHEEAMAMERLEORFEEHRINWOT ¢

L2 AF 94-95 95-96 96-97 97-98 98-99 58 7
(£5H31H)
5 5% 1 %= 16 14 11 10 15 66

fr Lt RS - F 20 RCRERENBE > T BT R
BTS2 ~ B BSCE - RH WA TAE R A G & e 2 2
EACEERTRE - BLSh > R E 5 0 F 60 24 F AT K AR U & # A B
WEEESE - AEEHLUERESG > HgnEg - EHENEE K
HHEEHEXEEEFRMUIE > DIREEENE D - BESEE
LR BRERSRBEEHBRE - BB ERE TERAE > L
K HTH R A EE A e

R385 F o WO RE M B A BOE R ATATR

EiE 94-95 95-96  96-97 97-98 98-99
(£5H31H)
A

Ji& $7 15 7 1

FREMAR RERIL 2 1 2 1
(REARBREL)

RERIU 1 1
(REATECHELE)

i A 1

RS FHRFEEMAF 1

171 [ (R B 28 B AR AT 5% 2

S B e (56 P 2 Y B {7 56 1

T 1



58

kg — 1999%F 6 B 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999

(=)

(=)

— BB (BEEBEEETA) RHAFEIZR

AE — Ffr AR RS RE M Y B2 A% 1
ELWE
e B 7 3 1 4 1

HEBERBEB (HBERO) B 4T R TR - W1 5O
At BT A 18 0 T BOH B Y EE T o BUEEE MRV EL B o W R AE AT
AR R EBUTHAREZENIET > MEERE - EFEHR
R BEBEBERGFESARNVER > SERF AL - %
BEWHERSE ~ FRBETHH RS W R Iu ik B E =
DEBEBERLEZ2FERENLE - ZHHEERZLDSE KGR
TE R A B AT - FET AT AE B A 21 R ARE (FE %
By % 59 AT I EREZ AL EH L LR - 8 #HEE
BERUEHAFAEGAAELHRZEGORE - JLIHERE A
TEREEGRTERG - &Pl LR -

ZEEREzEEmE (EFEGHRO) - b e 6 B A5 AT A R Y
MR

5 HE B e i R A e 2 B AT B A AR AR Y 5T R RS AT B S
SFoo B UR ERE > ERBEELR - HEXNWERSE - 283
SERGETHEEER - SEBIRERES -

Ry o BT Y B R T HE BAE 1987 F RO THE LIEE HE
TFHEREZEE” -MZZEEE 1990 FHE(ER BT HEST
HI) » IRFEASHALEET - 75 1994 - BHE AN BHER TR EX
I ABEARANBFERERESATEXRARRTNE
oo IR BB TIEENMOEERTRAEME  AHE
BERREMRER - WIS RGO IIERER

— Ry BT A R AE R AT R A B SRR T A

\|

— EHEEBWHENM GG E - 300 F 23R 5 H A

== .
SRR
S

o=

GG

FOBARE > By "HEEERGT AR BT ET
K AT HHEST A > DU T 2Bl B9 H i -



kg — 1999% 6 A 30 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 30 June 1999 59

KAZHXNPRZEFTHERR
Water-cooled Central Air-conditioning Systems

15. MISS CHRISTINE LOH: With regard to the use of water-cooled central
air-conditioning (A/C) systems, will the Administration inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

()

(d)

(€)

whether it has assessed:

(i)  the potential savings in energy and costs when water-cooled
central A/C systems are installed in place of air-cooled
central A/C systems;

(i)  the potential savings in energy when all air-cooled central
A/C systems are replaced by water-cooled central A/C
systems, as a percentage of the total energy demand in Hong
Kong;

(iti)  the total volume of fresh water that will be needed in a year
when all air-cooled central A/C systems are replaced by
water-cooled central A/C systems;

of the total volume of potable water overflowed from Hong Kong's
reservoirs in the past three years;

of the savings in costs when all air-cooled central A/C systems in
government premises are replaced by water-cooled central A/C
systems;

whether it has any plan to adopt the policy of installing water-
cooled central A/C systems only in new government premises; if so,
the earliest date for implementing the policy; and

whether it has assessed if the widespread use of water-cooled
central A/C systems will defer the need to construct new electricity
generating plants; if so, the details of such assessment?
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SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Madam
President, the terminology used in this subject covers a variety of options, as
listed in the self-explanatory note attached. The more economically and
environmentally promising systems are those that employ condenser-cooling or
district-based cooling systems. These require more water supply than is
potentially available from freshwater reserves. So, for the purpose of this
question, we are assuming that converting a building in-situ from a centralized
Air-cooled Air Conditioning System (AACS) would result in the installation of a
Centralized Piped Supply System for Cooling Towers (CPSSCT).

(@  Our assessment is that:

(1)  The likely energy savings for switching from a centralized
AACS to a CPSSCT Water-Cooled Air Conditioning System
(WACS) would be between 7% to 17%. The recurrent
saving, If all the existing centralized AACS in the commercial
and government, institution and community (GIC)
developments are converted to CPSSCT WACS, would
amount to about $670 million a year™. This does not take
Into account the capital costs required for the conversion,
addition water charges and the higher operation and
maintenance costs.

(i)  The potential energy saving from converting all the existing
centralized AACS in the commercial and GIC developments
to CPSSCT WACS could be about 2% of the total electricity
demand. However, it might not be technically feasible for
some building owners to convert from AACS to CPSSCT.

Note We estimated that there is about 7 600 megawatt (MW) of installed cooling capacity provided by
centralized AACS and WACS in commercial and GIC developments. About 11% of the total cooling
capacity, that is, about 800 MW, is installed in GIC buildings and about half is provided by WACS.
The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department estimates that the percentage of WACS usage in the

commercial sector is about 15%.
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(b)

(d)

We expect about 30% of the existing AACS cooling demand
could not be converted and the potential savings would be
reduced to about 1.4% of the total electricity demand.

(ifi) This would need an additional requirement of about 70
million cubic metres (Mm?) of water per year.

The quantities of raw water overflowed from Hong Kong's
reservoirs in the past three years are as follows:

Year Estimated overflow quantities
(Mm?)

1996 108

1997 205

1998 133

These overflow gquantities were above average. The high overflow
quantities in 1996 to 1998 were due to excessively high rainfall
intensity, erratic rainfall distribution in these years and very high
storage level in the reservoirs in these years.

The savings in electricity if all the existing centralized AACS
installed in government office buildings were converted to CPSSCT
WACS amount to about $24 million a year. However, the overall
cost saving would only be about $5 million a year due to additional
water charges and the higher maintenance and operation costs for
CPSSCT WACS. Again this does not take into account the capital
costs involved in the conversion work.

For many years our policy has been to adopt WACS in government
premises wherever it is practical and cost effective. For example,
office premises such as the Central Government Offices, the
Legislative Council Building, many hospitals, town halls and
cultural centres, and ferry terminals are using water-cooled
systems.
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(e) If 70% of the existing centralized AACS could be converted to
CPSSCT WACS, it is likely that we could avoid about 100MW of
electricity demand. To what extent this could defer the need to
construct new electricity generation plants depends on the level of
surplus power generation capacity over the growth of power
demand.

For the purpose of this question, AACS has been compared to CPSSCT.

In financial terms, the benefits of such conversion would be limited, but there
would be significant environmental gains in terms of avoided emissions in power
generation. Where opportunities permit we will promote the most energy
efficient water-cooled systems, that is, District Cooling Schemes. These
opportunities should present themselves in new reclamations, and
comprehensive redevelopment schemes. These will bring not only substantial
environmental gain, but also significant opportunity to reduce costs.

Annex

Air Conditioning Systems
Explanatory Note

There are two common types of air-conditioning system used in Hong
Kong, Air-cooled Air Conditioning System (AACS) and Water-cooled Air
Conditioning System (WACS). Within these two broad categories there are a
number of different technologies.

AIR-COOLED AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

There are two types of AACS commonly used in non-domestic premises:
The centralized and the split systems.  The majority of commercial,
government, institutional and community (GIC) developments adopt the
centralized system while the split system is more common in older multitenanted
commercial buildings and industrial buildings. The window type AACS,
similar to the household room air-conditioners, tends to be used only in small
isolated offices.

(@) Centralized AACS
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In a centralized AACS, chilled water is circulated within a building and is
passed through air-cooling equipment. Heat from the returned water is
extracted and dissipated to the surrounding air by chillers usually installed on a
flat, open area at the roof or podium level.

(b)  Split AACS

In a split type AACS, a refrigerant is circulated through cooling coil in
internally mounted air cooling equipment.

The centralized system is the most efficient type of AACS.

WATER-COOLED AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

There are three common types of water-cooled systems. WACS also
circulate chilled water through a building.  The difference is that WACS rejects
heat through chiller condensers to water that is either cooled by cooling towers
or discharged into the sea or a river using "once through" water supply. Both
freshwater and treated seawater could be used.

(@) Centralized Piped Supply System for Cooling Towers (CPSSCT)

The CPSSCT uses mechanical draft evaporative cooling towers located on
the roof of a building to reject heat. Water supplied to each building is used to
replace the water lost by evaporation. The CPSSCT is the least energy
efficient type of WACS.

(b) Centralized Piped Supply System for Condenser Cooling (CPSSCC)

The CPSSCC uses large quantities of water (in practice always seawater)
on a "once through" basis to carry away the rejected heat from water-cooled
chillers located within each building. The cooling water is supplied by a
system of seawater intakes, pumping stations and distribution pipe network.
Warmed water is returned to the sea via a separate system.
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(c) District Cooling Scheme (DCS)

The DCS comprises a large central chiller plant that chills water for
distribution to a number of buildings in a district via a pipe network. The
chilled water is used to cool air in the building air-conditioning systems and then
the warmed water is returned to the central chiller plant for rechilling. The
DCS is the most energy efficient type of WACS.
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Accepting Credit Card Payment by the Hospital Authority

19. MR HOWARD YOUNG: It was reported that an injured tourist who was
sent to a public hospital for treatment was asked to pay a deposit on medical and
hospital expenses, which amounted to $19,000. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether it knows if the Hospital Authority (HA)
has any plans to accept payment by credit cards, especially when it involves a
large amount of money and tourists; if so, of the details of such plans, if not, the
reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Madam President, at
present, the public hospitals under the HA accept various forms of payment,
including cash, Electronic Payment Service, Payment by Phone Service and
local currency cheques. The hospitals also accept payment by tourists in
travellers® cheques and foreign currency cheques.

To facilitate payment by patients, particularly by tourists, the HA has
explored the feasibility of accepting credit card payment in earlier years. In
providing the services, credit card companies require to charge commission cost.
We consider that this payment method should be implemented on a "user pays"
principle, that is, individual patient to pay for the commission cost charged by
the credit card company. Under the existing fee system, hospitals may only
charge patients at the gazetted rates and not the additional commission cost.
Even if we change our fee policy to allow hospitals charging patients for the
commission cost, since different credit card companies charge at different rates,
there will be difficulties in implementing it. We have also suggested credit
card companies charging patients the commission cost direct, but this is not
agreed by the companies. The HA has negotiated with the credit card
companies again in recent years, but their policy regarding the charging of
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commission cost remains unchanged. The HA will continue to review the
present forms of payment to provide the most convenience for the public and
tourists using the HA services.
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ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO. 17) BILL 1999

(1999 FEfREY  BEBRKENEELERER (25]) KHAERE)
DANGEROUS DRUGS, INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST
CORRUPTION AND POLICE FORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999

(REaBEYMRHLEENER)
PREVENTION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY BILL

1999 FMEZETT (1BE]) EHEE)
CRIMES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999
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DR RAYMOND HO: Madam President, we all know that innovation and
technology are important drivers of economic growth. However, the Hong
Kong Government under the British rule failed to initiate any related policy to
promote their development under the disguise of the so-called non-intervention
policy. As a result, we have lost precious time and are lagging behind in the
quest for new technology and innovation.

On the other hand, the local manufacturing sector is shrinking with the
continuing relocation of production facilities from Hong Kong to the Pearl River
Delta.  The relocation has further exacerbated the local unemployment
situation.  Thanks to the determination of the Chief Executive, our Government
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) has finally shifted its
focus to technological development which is the key to our future success.

Among other initiatives, the Commission on Innovation and Technology,
chaired by Professor TIEN Changlin, was also set up. Its first report
recommends the establishment of an Innovation and Technology Fund (IT Fund)
to underline the Government's commitment to its policy and strategy for
promoting innovation and technology, and to provide a secure source of funding
for their implementation. The funding will be important to finance specific
projects which will contribute to innovation and technology upgrading in our
manufacturing and services industries. Its establishment will definitely
stimulate our technological development.

Lately, we have suffered a little setback with the possible implications of
the Cox Report on our import of advanced technology. However, it is of the
best interest to both Hong Kong and the United States if the latter can continue to
treat the SAR separately from mainland China for the United States export
controls. | am confident that the matter can be finally resolved in an amicable
manner.

There is no doubt that the SAR Government is putting more emphasis on
promoting innovation and technology. Besides making financing commitment,
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the Government needs to beef up its manpower with relevant professional
background to chart out the right course. We must have the right team in
charge if we have to succeed.

With these remarks, Madam President, | support the resolution. Thank
you.
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Mr Deputy, | was really worried that no one would
want to speak at this debate earlier on, so | am very pleased that so many
Members have spoken. In fact, even the male colleagues have said so much
about the subject that it really leaves very little for me to add.

But | do wish to say, Mr Deputy, that the word "breast” is very seldom
heard in this Chamber, especially women's breasts. | would like to emphasize
that feeding of infants is something that comes most naturally. And | do object,
like the Honourable SIN Chung-kai, to a lot of advertizing that seem to indicate
that milk substitute is as good as mother's milk. | think cow’s milk is very
good for calves and human milk is very good for human babies, but to try and
promote that other forms of milk is as good as human milk is, I think, actually a
misrepresentation. And | would also urge the Secretary to consider advertizing
more stringent measures for Hong Kong so as to actually put greater emphasis
on mother*s milk.

One other issue, of course, is moving births from home to hospital
combined with the mass production of breastmilk substitutes have actually led to
the unprecedented drop in the number of breast-fed babies all over the world,
including Hong Kong. And | would like to call upon you, Mr Deputy, as you
are a member of the Hospital Authority (HA), to explore every possible way to
change the procedures in the HA's hospitals to see again what emphasis can be
put to making sure that mothers with new born babies are able to breast-feed
easily.

Thus, | would just like to add my word to support the original motion.
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PROVIDING MAJOR VENUES FOR SPORTING EVENTS

MR TIMOTHY FOK: Mr Deputy, a few hours from now, we will observe the
second anniversary of our return to the motherland. Two years ago, our Chief
Executive urged us to meet the challenges ahead with pride and faith. | at times
wonder whether some might have lost the confidence and the edge as | hear them
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talk themselves and Hong Kong down. | know, however, the majority of our
people have retained that confidence and edge. Two opinion polls, one
commissioned by Ming Pao Daily News and another by the Democratic Party,
indicate that more than 75% of our people are behind the cause on which we are
speaking today. | now hope that the Government is with the majority and will
join us in the quest for the Asian Games 2006, a marathon whose first stride has
been taken. The question is not really about whether we have the means — of
course, we have the means — but whether we have the will. This is why | am
moving this motion to get the Government to join us and set up a preliminary
committee to assess Hong Kong's situation as a prelude to the Games bid.
Ultimately, only the Government has the resources to do the job. Back in 1958,
other Asian countries invited Hong Kong to stage the Asian Games, but our
Sports Federation and Olympic Committee had to back off because the colonial
government would not endorse the cause. More than 40 years later, with Hong
Kong as a Special Administrative Region of China, would our Government do
what the colonial government did and quash our aspiration?

| have attended every Olympiad, Asian Games and World Cup over the
past 30 years. Some doubters say that Hong Kong is going to lose its shirt over
the Asian Games and they point to the fiasco of the Montreal Olympics in 1976
— thatis, 23 years ago. Well, | remember the Montreal Games vividly. The
driver who took me to the Montreal stadium complex said that he and his
children, even his grandchildren, would be paying for the expensive folly. He
knew what the problem was. The problem was that Montreal had decided to
build every venue new and concentrated. After the Montreal Games, no other
city was much interested in the Olympics. Then out stepped Los Angeles and
Mr Peter UBERROTH, a businessman, who said that the private sector could do
a better job and make money from the venture.

| happened to know Los Angeles intimately. 1 used to be an alumnus of
the University of Southern California (USC), which became a focal point for the
1984 Los Angeles Games. Mr UBERROTH did not seek a building spree.
He insisted on upgrading many of the existing facilities. He even had
McDonald's donate a swimming complex which, after the Games, was given to
my school, the USC. He also fashioned a marketing strategy and landed the
first ever serious television contract for the Games. Los Angeles subsequently
turned a big profit for the 1984 Games and set a precedent for future Games.
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Bangkok made money from the Asian Games 1998 despite a severe
recession. The Thais even attributed their pulling out of the recession to their
hosting of the Asian Games. The Games also gave a focus to the government
as it launched a major infrastructure redevelopment of Bangkok — a
redevelopment that was necessary with or without the Games. | think Bangkok
got a television contract for US$100 million for the Asian Games in 1998.
Hong Kong, being the media capital of Asia, intends to do a lot better. Hong
Kong also intends to use and upgrade existing facilities, an upgrade which is
necessary with or without the Asian Games. Our National Sports Associations
already have the expertise in hosting major tournaments. Our Amateur
Swimming Association only recently staged successful FINA short course world
championships and the world diving championships that were televised to a
global audience. Our Tenpin Bowling Congress has likewise hosted many
regional champion tournaments. In November, Hong Kong is to host the world
Martial Arts championships. Now, our National Sports Associations are
mobilized and they are inspired. We can do it in style.

I cannot accept and the people of Hong Kong obviously cannot accept that
others in the region can do — and the Thais did it four times — what we
cannot. A vote against the aspiration of Hong Kong is a vote against the
confidence that the people of Hong Kong have in themselves.

The amendment to the motion today tells us that we should have a stadium
sometime in the future, but has forgotten about the Asian Games. But I know
that sportsmen and the public feel differently. A sportsman goes by the target
he sets for himself. A sprinter who sets a target at running the hundred-metre
dash in 10 seconds is not satisfied at anything less. This is the competitive
spirit which drives sports — and sports are a part of the fast growing industry

that last year netted more than US$250 billion in the United States alone.

| am the elected President of the Sports Federation and Olympic
Committee. Last Friday, our Federation submitted a formal application letter
to the Home Affairs Bureau expressing our interest in bidding for the 2006
Asian Games. Then on Sunday, at the Olympic Run, our sports leaders and
athletes likewise unanimously reaffirmed that interest. We also did more.
We told everyone that we had not forgotten what the Chief Executive had
appealed to us to do for we would meet the challenges with pride and faith.
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Before | go on, let me thank my colleagues for expressing support for the
cause that is not only about sports but also about a better future, a future with a
superior quality of life. Now, let me talk about why Hong Kong is ready to bid
for the Games. Ours is a sophisticated, international city, the charms of which
have grown quaint. We can no longer count on selling cheap and talking fast to
get the tourists here. Hong Kong has to join the real world in which tourism is
event and experience driven. We have to reinvent ourselves as a happening
people in a happening place.

I think that Hong Kong lacks a thriving sports culture which, during
colonial times, was thwarted. We must, in this new age, foster such a culture
through which our people can assert themselves in more than just academics and
commerce. We do not believe it is a coincidence that the most powerful nation
in the world — the United States — also happens to be the greatest sporting
power. The British also attribute their empire building to their students playing
cricket and rugby in their schools. Our nation also traces its lifting of isolation
to its return to the Olympic fold at the 1984 Los Angeles Summer Games.

Over the past few years, we have had a surge in sports spending by the
Government. On a per capita basis, Hong Kong spends, or invests, as much on
sports as the Nordic nations of Sweden, Denmark and Finland. We are also
blessed that our sports have continued to develop on the sacrifice and
contributions of volunteers in the true Olympic spirit. But sadly, a lot of public
resources have been channelled away from sports and into bureaucracy, creating
division, friction, recrimination and suspicion where none should be.

Our hosting the Asian Games would remedy a lot of those problems
because we would learn to appreciate sport and to integrate it into everyday life.
Our sports culture would not only build bodies but also character and society.
This message should be most poignant to many of our youths who know that in
the other communities, sports can make them rich, famous and heroic, whereas
here, sports are considered a distraction. | cannot allow the dreams of the
promising sportsmen to be dashed or deferred.

Is Hong Kong so bad that our athletes may never have a chance to
compete in a multi-sport tournament on their own soil? Why should our
athletes forgo the sensation of hearing ovations from their home crowds? If
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anyone thinks that way, he or she should tell it to our athletes — to Miss LEE
Lai-shan, Miss NG Siu-ching, Mr WONG Kam-po, Miss Fenella NG and so on.
| have stalwarts from my Federation who remember attending the Tokyo Asian
Games in 1958 when Japan had just emerged from the post-war years of foreign
occupation and reconstruction. They recall how Japan used the Games to
galvanize the people and to become an economic powerhouse. We cannot be
worse off now than 1966 when Bangkok staged its first Asian Games. On a
gross domestic product basis, Hong Kong is way ahead of Beijing, which hosted
the Asian Games in 1990, or Seoul, which hosted the Olympic Games in 1988.
Last year, Thailand, where the Asian financial crisis began, was in very bad
shape. For a while, many in the Olympic Council of Asian (OCA) feared that
Bangkok would either forfeit the Games or co-host them with another city. But
the Thais told the OCA that no matter what, they would stick with the Games as
planned because they had confidence that the event would become a catalyst for
their recovery in economy and pride. Know what? They were right. Pusan,
the next city to host the Asian Games, is splashing out on infrastructure and
facilities because it has to. But Hong Kong does not have to, because we have
a city that has already invested hundreds of billions in infrastructure. We have
an airport that Pusan can only envy. We have a bustling city life that Pusan can
only dream about. We already have many sports facilities. The Provisional
Urban and Regional Councils together operate more than 76 halls and 33
competition class swimming complexes. In some cases, we need to upgrade
them and in other cases, we need to put in temporary stands, springboards, and
lifts. These are not major overhauls. Contrary to what the person behind the
amendment implies, ours is not Pusan of the south. We are the New York and
London of the east.

Some are dismissing our quest on the simplistic argument that a new
stadium would be too costly. A new stadium is an essential facility. But is it
too expensive? Some 22 years ago, the colonial government promised us a
stadium with the capacity of 60 000, but the promise, like many others, turned to
dust and was blown away. However, our hope was raised in October when our
Chief Executive assured us that his Government would build a stadium and
aquatic centre. Already a year and a half ago, a team of architects and
consultants began work on the stadium concept, which was unveiled in January
and, | think, was reintroduced last Thursday.
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Such a stadium plan pales to what Hong Kong has paid for the new airport
core projects or will pay for the future Western Corridor Railway. Hong Kong
needs such a stadium regardless to replace the Government Stadium that is a
liability rather than an asset on the land it occupies in Causeway Bay. We can
Imagine many ingenious ways of raising the money to pay for the stadium. We
can go the Cyber Port route with the Government ceding land in exchange for
private investment. We can opt to sell bonds and arrange other corporate deals,
which is how Beijing is paying for its Olympic 2008 ambitions. We can sell the
Government Stadium's land. We can allocate a portion of the tobacco levy to
cover the building costs since it is the ban on tobacco sponsorships that has
deprived sports of so much revenue. We can lease the properties adjacent to
the stadium for businesses, particularly those with a sports theme. We can
combine the capital money for the building of a future art and culture centre with
that for sports. | believe that three in one — art, culture and sport — can
complement each other in one location to generate profit and creative energy.
We can hitch the stadium project to the Disney scheme, which, if we should land
it, would be completed in 2005.

Our Federation members figure that Hong Kong has ample dormitory
space at the universities to serve as a Games Village. We can also rely on our
efficient Housing Authority, which builds 40 000 units a year, to lend to us an
estate for several weeks to cater for the guests. We have hotels galore of a
standard unmatched anywhere in Asia and the world. We have a million young
people who are keen to volunteer to serve the athletes and officials at the Games.
We additionally have, as a backup, other cities and towns in the Pearl River
Delta, which are eager to pitch in.

What | am saying is not radical for those who understand sports. Many
advanced cities in Europe and North America are financing stadiums in precisely
those ways or a combination of them. They are doing it not to splurge but to
invest so that they may attract or keep major league franchises, which pay
handsome tourist, commercial and civic dividends.

With the Asian Games 2006 as a guiding star, we could motivate ourselves
as a people to spruce up the city, repair the damaged environment and learn
courtesy. Long after the Games are done, we should have as a legacy an
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improved society, a society that cherishes the many faceted talents of its people.
Hong Kong would then project a more balanced image as a total community
rather than just a bazaar, polluted and obsessed with quick riches. We would
also move much closer to the ideal that our Chief Executive has expressed for us
as a people capable of incredible feats, dignified an purposeful.

Mr Deputy, once again on the eve of our reunification celebration, let us
pull ourselves together and pull ourselves up from the pit of despair to the
podium of triumph. Some years ago, | asked a delegate, whose small country
always bade in vain for the Olympics, why he never gave up. He told me that
he had to do it because the country needed something to look forward to,
however distant. | also see new countries from the old Soviet bloc, whose
names | cannot even pronounce, trying for everything from major tournaments
to international beauty pageants because that is a way for them to be known to
billions of other people. Hong Kong is not a sorry place and so we must not act
like that. The Asian Games 2006 are not in our dreams. They are within our
grasp and so we must reach for them, together with faith and pride.

Your vote today is not just a vote for the sports community but for the
whole Hong Kong community, especially the young who need a future to look
forward to, a reason to believe. You must not let them down and Hong Kong
down. | now move the motion in my name. Thank you.

EREREHENEENT :

"That this Council requests the Government to expedite its undertaking to
designate land for the building of a multi-purpose stadium and aquatic
centre complex adequate for the hosting of the 2006 Asian Games; this
Council also urges the Government to consider integrating an art and
cultural centre with the complex for the economy of scale, synergy and
generation of communal pride, civic identity, quality of life and the
development of tourism."

FHEREFFETE -
THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.

EERREASUREHNGFEREZ ERERATRNEE > AE A
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"To add "," after "a multi-purpose stadium and aquatic centre™; and to
delete "complex adequate for the hosting of the 2006 Asian Games; this
Council also urges the Government to consider integrating an art and
cultural centre with the complex for the economy of scale, synergy and
generation of communal pride, civic identity, quality of life and" and
substitute with "in line with a comprehensive policy on sports which it
should formulate in order to encourage the community to attach more
Importance to the sports culture, groom excellent athletic talents, and raise
the standards of the Hong Kong people in sports, with the objective of
strengthening Hong Kong's position for hosting international sporting
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: | do not have any objection to the original motion
and | do not really have any objection to the amendment either. Itis a pity that
we have two sets of wordings that are essentially quite similar. For myself, in
choosing what to do today, | have tried to combine the two sets of wording, and
| am sure if the wordings had been "that this Council requests the Government to
formulate a comprehensive policy on sports in order to encourage the
community to attach more importance to sports culture, groom excellent athletic
talents and raise the standards of the Hong Kong people in sport, and to expedite
its undertaking to designate land for the building of a multi-purpose stadium and
aquatic centre, thereby strengthening Hong Kong's position for hosting the 2006
Asian Games and thereby also promoting the development of tourism", maybe
we would not have the amendment that we have to face today.

If the objection is that by making a clear statement to support the Asian
Games in 2006 that may be jumping the gun, | also believe that by making a
clear statement from Legislative Council to support 2006, it does not necessarily
mean it would happen, but it would perhaps expedite Government in assessing
whether it is possible or not. So, to that extent, | prefer the original motion to
the amendment.

I would just like to say first of all that nobody would really want to choose
to come to Hong Kong to have an international sports event of this kind of level
If we do not make a lot of efforts in the next few years to clean up the
environment. | do not wish to belabour the point about clean air. | think we
have gone through this many times. But | would wish to remind Members of
one story that was told at the Honourable Edward HO panel for Lands and
Works where the Windsurfers Association came to the panel to say that we
would never see windsurfing in Victoria Harbour again because it was just so
polluted. They recounted an event whereby the Windsurfers® Association was
invited to some sort of charity event, and after two hours of going up and down
Victoria Harbour, some of the windsurfers had to throw away their windsurfing
boards because the water was that polluted.

So, that is a very sad story, and | think if we are serious about promoting
sports in Hong Kong, particularly aquatic sports, even though we may not hold
all the aquatic events in Victoria Harbour, it pays for us to clean up our
environment.
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The only other point I would wish to make, Madam President, is to say a
few words about the sports associations in Hong Kong. The sports associations
effectively have a monopoly on the sports to which they represent. The sports
associations in Hong Kong vary greatly in their management and
professionalism. Some are very well organized, but some really, | think, are
not very well managed at all. One of the things that I think the Honourable
Timothy FOK is trying to do is to make the sports associations more accountable
and to increase professionalism, and | think this must continue.

| would call on the Sports Federation and Olympic Committee, however,
to iron out its differences with the Sports Development Board. We have
witnessed here, Madam President, many times at the Home Affairs Panel open
fist fights between the Sports Federation and Olympic Committee and the Sports
Development Board, and | do not see that we can really and truly improve sports
management and professionalism if these key bodies that have monopolies over
sports management in Hong Kong do not really iron out their problems. And |
would also call upon the Sports Federation and Olympic Committee to also come
into a new age, be more transparent and accountable, which | believe Mr
Timothy FOK is trying to do, and we wish to support him in this effort.

So | would just like to say that, whilst | do not disagree with the
amendment, | do feel that it is worthwhile for this Council to make it very clear
that we support Hong Kong in trying to win the Asian Games in 2006. We may
not win, but | think we need to try and make an effort.

Thank you.
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DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: The original motion today calls for two issues:
firstly, to expedite Government's undertaking to build a multi-purpose stadium
and an aquatic centre, and to integrate art and culture into this centre; secondly,
to support and to ask Government to support the bidding for hosting the 2006
Asian Games. The obvious question is, "why do we need to develop sports?".
For centuries, and even perhaps in the early days of mankind, sports has been
purposely or otherwise promoted. It is on this basis that the Olympics was
developed, and has since then gathered momentum and has never looked back.
With sports comes with the culture of competition, leadership and comradeship.
All these are essential for human progress, societal development, and national
and international rapport. Many in this Chamber would have remembered the
so-called "ping pong" policy that was used to thaw the frozen Sino-American
relationship of the sixties and the seventies. On a smaller scale, the
brotherhood, the partnership very much needed in any sports, often helps to
direct the young and the adolescents with a more positive way of life. In short,
it helps to ease crime, in particular, juvenile delinquency.

Madam President, few would disagree that sports, in particular proper
sports, is very much related to health. Regulated, well-organized sports does
much more than to reduce weight or to reduce the much-hated over-sized
waistline, but it will help to develop the heart, lower blood pressure and reduce
the very much elevated nervous tension so very prevalent in our progressive,
affluent society. Proper sports thus promotes health, prevents illnesses and
will no doubt cut down the very sizeable healthcare budget spent yearly on
medical treatment.

Yet, to organize sports and to promote the game, there needs to be three
things: firstly, a well-defined sports policy to promote the culture to stimulate
the training of high-quality personnel; secondly, the need for well-equipped
sports centres available and accessible to all for athletes to participate; and
finally, adequate funding to promote the sports. For years, sports in Hong
Kong is too dependent on tobacco sponsorship. In 1996, for example, it
amounts to something like $30 million.  This is ironic, or it makes a mockery,
to promote a healthy action and at the same time advertise for a health-damaging
product. But this does not need to be the situation. In countries where
tobacco sponsorship is banned, where sports is promoted in a big way under a
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well-defined policy, revenue floods in through corporate sponsorship and
marketing. Hong Kong should be no different.

Madam President, the next question must be "why the Asian Games in
2006?". It is human nature to procrastinate, and unless and until there is a
defined goal, many seemingly less important issues, be it policy or infrastructure
building, are left for further deliberation. The determination to host the Asian
Games in six years does create an unchangeable end-point to stimulate if not
expedite the development of sports stadium, aquatic centre and other
infrastructures for the occasion. As an example, Madam President, Sydney
woke up to develope stadium and hotels in preparation of the 2000 Olympics.
In Beijing, the building of a new international airport, super highway to connect
the airport to downtown areas, and so on, are deal in no small way to the attempt
In hosting or in bidding the 2000 Olympics.

Madam President, are all these then putting the cart before the horse? It
may well be, yet it is also a fact that nothing ventured, then nothing is gained.
In this issue, as a carrot to attract the authority to emerge from its hibernation
hole, the question we ask should not be "why?", but "why not?".

Finally, Madam President, Hong Kong's athletes have never had the
chance, indeed even the privilege, of competing for medals in a multi-sports
tournament on their own soil and savour the ovation of a home audience. They
crave for the opportunity. Even the idea of this possibility brings the blood of
local athletes and budding athletes to boiling point and will no doubt bring Hong
Kong sports development to new heights.

| support the original motion.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, I am obliged to speak on this
motion because | am fully convinced of the importance of sports.

An impressive picture is imprinted in my mind. While | was jogging
down the track in the centre field of the Happy Valley racetrack, a group of
uniformed Japanese kids, about seven or eight years old, were having a soccer
training session in the football field. They were being coached on personal
skills and game tactics. What amazed me was the exceptional concentration
and commitment that they have exhibited. Their mothers were equally
involved by providing all sorts of support to the little players.

Every time | meet those kids, | am reminded of the seriousness of sport
and the devotion it deserves. | realize it is no surprise that Japan has become an
Asian superpower in soccer in the last few years. Sport gives life to our soul
and body. It nurtures team spirit and a culture of persistence and discipline.
Sport is a game, but it is more than a game. It can even make up a nation.

| am sure that everyone who has taken a serious part in sport has glimpsed
its magic to some extent. To me, it is not only my sole hobby, but also my
source of power, passion and vitality. The marvelous reward from sporting
games transcends material satisfaction. Our kids have indulged in enough
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materialistic enjoyment. They ought to be inspired of the true value of life, and
sport is able to give them that taste of life.

| cannot agree more with the Honourable Andrew CHENG. | also
support hosting the 2006 Asian Games if it is viable. 1 believe that an
international sporting event is a business opportunity and also a catalyst for
bringing out people's interest in sports. If the Games succeed in serving these
two purposes, the huge input into the event is justifiable. | trust that efforts to
cultivate a sports culture will in the end bear fruits.

I would like to add one point to the motion, that is, sport is a matter of life
and growth. It should be promoted as a bridge between parents and kids.

If parents spend time coaching their kids in sports, they will actually be
participating in their children's process of growth. Through sports, parents
and children can share the fun of games as well as the frustration of failure.
They can stimulate in their children an admiration for excellence and a
dedication to discipline. These are valuable assets to their life, as well as
driving forces for academic and career accomplishments.

But the fact is, sport is alien to most local parents. Horse-racing is taken
as a popular form of betting rather than a sport. Parents are busy with the
horse betting and mark six throughout the week and their children prefer playing
electronic games to physical exercise. As we find that obesity is prevalent in
adults, it is illogical to think that the kids can avoid it without a change in public

policy.

Up to this date, | still spend a few hours a day to work out and do sports in
the early morning. | treasure very much the peace of mind and the strength that
| obtain from exercising my body. My father occasionally joins me in working
out and playing volleyball on the beach. | deeply believe that we should
develop a cultural interest in sport and that it deserves a prime position in our

policy.

Madam President, my foremost concern with Hong Kong's sports culture
moves me to support both the original motion and the amendment. Thank you.
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MR TIMOTHY FOK: Madam President, I thank everyone for speaking for and
against the motion, which is not my motion as much as the wish of the people.
To those, | thank for the confidence they have expressed in Hong Kong. A few
years from now, you will reflect upon today as a watershed, making the
evolution of a sports culture and a society that cherishes the multiple talents of
its youth. You will watch Hong Kong's flag fly, with the national anthem
ringing out as well as the roar of the home crowd in salute of their athletes.
You will take solace in the fact that you have played a part in all the pageantry.
You will be proud that you have allowed Hong Kong to show its face of
competition, hospitality, friendship, optimism and courage to the world. To
those, again, | thank them too because they have given us the motivation to try
harder to educate others who may not appreciate what sport can do for our
identity, character and community.

When we were growing up, our teachers asked us to seize the hour.
Well, the hour is here. We must not be afraid. We must have faith, a faith
that other members of the Olympic Committee of Asia have in us as they invite
Hong Kong to make a bid for the Asian Games. We must now convince the
Government to join us in the endeavour and not disappoint the people who aspire,
not just for the Games, but for Hong Kong that has no cap on its possibilities as
no pin that pierces dreams.

| reckon that the speech explaining the rationale behind the motion has
done much to clarify the misconception about the cost and effect of the Asian
Games. | shall not repeat the eloquent words of my colleagues in the Council
and my associates from the Sports Federation and Olympic Committee who
stand ready to answer further questions in depth. To me, the best individuals to
talk about the actual Asian experience are the athletes. Many of them may not
be competing in seven years time in the Hong Kong Asian Games and yet, they
are resolved to bring the Games here so that their successors can savour what
they can and what they yearn for.
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There is just one more point that |1 would like to add, and that is we, the
Council, should not be just voting for the Asian Games but for the youth and the
future. Just think about the young people and the gleam in their eyes as you
vote. Please do not turn their hope into despair. Thank you.

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam President, | am very glad that
today's motion debate has generated so much interest. If my counting has not
been mistaken, I think we have as many as 19 Members having spoken on this
subject. It shows that Hong Kong people, including our legislators, are very
interested in sport and Hong Kong is definitely not a desert insofar as sport is
concerned.

| should like first of all, if I may, to take the opportunity to correct some
misconception which is often reported in the media on occasions, and which
might affect the thinking of some Honourable Members today in their
deliberations. And the misconception is that the Government has spent too
little, has done nothing for sport in Hong Kong, and that Hong Kong has not
done enough insofar as sport is concerned.

Let me give you some facts. Not counting the contributions made by the
two Municipal Councils insofar as provision of facilities and services for sports
and recreations is concerned, the Government's direct subvention to sport
channelled through the Hong Kong Sports Development Board (SDB), has
increased by 150% from $78 million in 1996-97 to $200 million in the current
financial year, that is 1999-2000, that is, in the past three years. And | think
we have also seen some good results, as pointed out by Honourable Members
just now. In the Asian Games held recently in Bangkok, Thailand, Hong Kong
has won five gold, six silver and six bronze medals. As the Honourable Eric LI
has also pointed out, we did very well in the Paralympic Games and in the Far
East and South Pacific (FESPIC) Games, in other words, the Games for the
disabled.

Now, | shall turn back to the Asian Games. The Asian Games is one of
the region’s most prestigious and widely-watched events. Once every four
years, for a two-week period, the eyes of hundreds of millions of sports
enthusiasts throughout Asia and beyond are focused on the Games and on the
host city. Generally speaking, there is tremendous potential for that city to
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gain significant social and economic benefits from its hosting of the Games.

The award of the right to host the Asian Games is, therefore, often
considered a great honour for any city. It creates opportunities not only for
sporting development, but also for social and economic advancement and
tourism growth. It is, therefore, understandable that there is keen competition
among Asian cities to bid for the right to host the Games. It is equally
understandable that in order to secure this right, a city must meet a very high
standard, not only in terms of facilities for the Games themselves, but also in
terms of cultural, economic and, | am sure the Honourable Miss Christine LOH
would like to hear, environmental conditions.

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) has an excellent
range of good quality sports facilities, developed primarily to meet the
recreational needs of our citizens. While the SAR's geographical limitations
make it difficult to cater for the full range of sports enthusiasts® interests,
nonetheless, most popular sports are well catered for. In addition, we have
venues capable of holding world-class for individual sports events, and in recent
years, we have hosted such events in sports as diverse as swimming, rugby and
taekwondo.

It is one thing to have a range of good quality facilities which meet the
recreational and sporting needs of the community. However, it is another thing
entirely to provide venues of the nature, variety and calibre required for the
hosting of full-scale events such as the Asian Games.

For the recent 1998 Asian Games held in Bangkok, a large number of the
main sporting events were held at a purpose-built facility occupying a site of
some 45 hectares. Other events took place in venues elsewhere in the city and
at locations outside Bangkok itself. Numerous events in over 30 different
sports took place almost simultaneously over the period of the Games. Clearly,
hosting an event of this nature is an enormous undertaking, involving a
considerable commitment in terms both of finance and of human resources. In
Hong Kong, we are renowned throughout Asia and beyond for our financial
expertise and the dynamic and resourceful qualities of our work force. In short,
we have a justifiable reputation for getting things done. Nonetheless, planning
and building facilities up to the standards likely to be required for hosting the
Asian Games would present a major challenge, particularly if timing were also a
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key issue.

In this context, we are aware that the Sports Federation and Olympic
Committee of Hong Kong, China (SF&OC) is considering bidding for the 2006
Games, and that it hopes to indicate its intentions to the Olympic Council of Asia
before the end of the year. We have, therefore, written to the SF&OC asking
for an indication of the likely facilities required for hosting the Games, and have
in the past few days received their reply, outlining in brief terms some of the
basic requirements. We are now studying this with a view to developing a
clearer picture of the commitment needed to host the Asian Games.

Having regard to the benefits that hosting the Asian Games could bring to
the SAR, which | described earlier, the Government takes a positive attitude
towards the proposal to bid for the Games, and supports this in principle.
Indeed, we welcome the SF&OC's ambitious initiative in this regard. But we
are anxious that such a bid should be a credible one, and one that has a strong
chance of succeeding in bringing Asia's biggest sporting event to Hong Kong.
We, therefore, need to be sure that we can meet the likely requirements of the
Olympic Council of Asia in assessing bids, before committing the SAR to the
aim of hosting the Games in 2006.

To this end, we are already studying the question of land availability for
the building of strategic recreational sporting facilities. In his motion, the
Honourable Timothy FOK refers to the designation of land for the building of
certain specific facilities. The Honourable NG Leung-sing just now also
expressed his concern about adequate land allocation for the provision of sports
and recreational facilities. As a matter of fact, the recently revised Chapter 4
of the Hong Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines notes that four sites have
been reserved for the provision of stadiums. In addition, a 10-hectare site on a
future reclamation in Tai Po District has recently been designated for strategic
recreational use.

Given that we already have a number of sites presently earmarked for the
development of major sports and recreational facilities, we will study potential
uses for these sites, bearing in mind the various constraints involved. These
constraints include the size, environmental considerations, traffic implications
and the timetable for the likely availability of these sites. Once we have more
precise information on the parameters for a successful Asian Games bid, we will
be in a better position to assess the initial feasibility of building new facilities for
such an event, and where necessary renovating existing facilities in order to
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meet the necessary standards.

Quite apart from this issue of site availability, we will also have to
consider the financial implications of providing major new sports facilities
within a defined time-frame. The long-term viability of such facilities is also
an issue. It is essential that such venues should be able to serve a public need
beyond the hosting of occasional major sports events. In this regard, | note Mr
Timothy FOK's suggestion to integrate these facilities with arts and cultural
venues. While | will agree that this is an idea worthy of further detailed
consideration, we should also bear in mind that the needs of the arts and cultural
community may well be very different from those of our athletes and their sports
associations. We also need to consider how a stadium facility might be
integrated with an aquatic centre. The importance of careful planning and co-
ordination of facilities must certainly not be overlooked.

Looking beyond the question of facilities provision per se, there are many
other questions which have to be addressed in considering support for an Asian
Games bid. More than 10 000 athletes, some Honourable Members just now
mentioned 15 000 athletes, coaches and administrators could be expected to take
part in such Games, and a package of appropriate accommodation and
transportation arrangements will have to be put in place to meet their needs.
We have to consider the longer-term effects on the economy of preparing for and
hosting an event of this scale, with regard to our tourism industry, the
environment, planning considerations, allocation of public resources and so on.
A number of different government bureaux and departments will be involved in
assessing all these factors.

There is also the question of how hosting the Asian Games might help to
shape our development of a comprehensive policy for Hong Kong's sports
development. Since the setting up of the SDB in 1990, we have relied heavily
on the SDB to support the development of sport in Hong Kong. This has
involved improving the standards of our coaches, athletes and administrators, as
well as supporting the National Sports Associations. While the results which
have been achieved over the past few years attest to the success of the SDB's
approach, we need to consider how we can maintain momentum which has been
built up, and where possible make further improvements.

In this regard, | note the amendment to the original motion proposed by
the Honourable Andrew CHENG, which focuses on a formulation of a
comprehensive sports policy for the SAR. Members are aware that in recent
months, we have been conducting thorough consultation on the future
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administrative framework for sport following publication of our consultant's
report in mid March. This has included discussions with the sports
organizations concerned and with the Panel on Home Affairs of the Legislative
Council. The development of a new administrative structure for sport will give
us an opportunity to formulate an integrated sports and recreational policy for
Hong Kong. Such a policy could lay down firm principles for sports
development from the junior entry level right up to the training of elite
competitive athletes.

A week from today, | shall introduce into this Council a bill seeking to
expand the membership of the SDB. This will include increasing the SF&OC's
representation on the Board. With this expansion, the SDB will be better
placed to provide advice to the Government on a wide range of policy issues
related to sports and recreation. | look forward in due course to developing a
comprehensive sports policy for the early years of the new century, in
consultation with the SDB, the SF&OC and other stakeholders in the sports
community.  Without question, this policy must include reference to the
adequacy of our facilities to meet our future sports and recreational needs, as
well as to how to encourage greater participation and raise sporting standards
and awareness in Hong Kong.

In conclusion, I thank Honourable Members for their views on this issue.
I look forward in the coming months to studying further the SAR’s real needs as
regards the provision of sports and recreational facilities and to promoting the
development of a comprehensive policy in this area. We will seriously assess
the SF&OC's proposal to host the Asian Games, and | can assure Members that
we will co-operate closely with the sports community and other interested parties
in this important task.

Thank you, Madam President.
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By Em BRI ERIEAFTER -
Mr Andrew CHENG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, six were in favour of the amendment and 16
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 23 were present, 11
were in favour of the amendment, 10 against it and one abstained. Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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TREE

NEXT MEETING
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-five minutes to Ten o"clock.



