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The Dragon Legend lives on......

Hong Kong will stage a variety of colourful, community-based
events to celebrate the new millennium. These will include:

Millennium Extravaganza

at the Happy Valley Racecourse

The Millennium Extravaganza, to be held on New Year’s Eve 1999
and early New Year's Day 2000 at the Happy Valley Racecourse,
will be culmination of light, sound and visual spectacular. There
will be seven thoroughbred horse racing events from 7pm to 10pm,
followed by a concert at about 10.30pm. Food bazaars, a lantern
display, dragon dances and performances by well-known artists will
add to the carnival atmosphere. A mass countdown, led by senior
officials, will bring in the new millennium. A spectacular pyrotechnic
display, with a view to breaking the record held at Tsing Ma Bridge,
is planned. The event will be broadcast live on video walls around
Hong Kong, including the giant screens at Times Square in
Causeway Bay, 'I'sim Sha Tsui and the Sha Tin Racecourse.

Lantern festival and design competition

A lantern design competition organised in each of the 18 districts
will be complemented by a large-scale lantern festival to be held at
Penfold Park, in the middle of the Sha Tin Racecourse, from
shortly before Christmas 1999 until Chinese New Year 2000.
Giant traditional Chinese lanterns made by master craftsmen,
together with the winning designs, will be displayed at the
Millennium Extravaganza and along the approach roads to the
Happy Valley Racecourse. Ticket details will be announced shortly.

Millennium Cup Horse Race

The Happy Valley Racecourse will host a horse racing event to
welcome the new millennium. Proceeds from the Millennium Cup,
to be held in the early hours of January 1, 2000, will go to charities,
including setting up a special fund for long—term youth leadership
development for Chinese at global level. A Millennium Sweepstake
lucky draw, with attractive prizes, is being planned, and will add
extra fun and excitement to the race. Further details will be
announced later. - :
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) City of Light and Sound

Major buildings on the northern shore of Hong
Kong Island and on the Kowloon shoreline from
Kwun Tong to Kwai Tsing will be festooned with

colourful lights and displays from before
Christmas until Chinese New Year 2000.

To welcome the new century, temples and
churches will ring their bells and turn on lights.
Ferries and vehicles will be encouraged to sound
horns. Residents may also wave torches and
tlashlights to symbolise community solidarity.

A territory-wide photo-contest and lighting
competition will enhance community participation
by capturing on the arrival of the new millennium.

Trans-continental Joint Broadcasting
with Chinese Communities

Joint, live radio broadcast will
involve radio stations in Hong
Kong, Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangdong, Taipei, Singapore
and North America at midnight
on December 31, 1999,
Programmes initially planned

: o= will include a “Time Capsule
Ceremony, ‘C oumdown to \em 2000 and ‘Happy New Year
Greerings’ in Chinese.

: International Soccer

The Hong Kong Football Association (HKFA) will invite
a top European soccer team to play in Hong Kong, probably in
December 1999/ ¢arly 2000 to add colour and prestige to

the millennium activities. Details are being mapped out with
HKFA.
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Dragon at the Great Wall
emorating the New Millennium: A Vision for Youth

Dragon is a symbol of hope, energy and
resilience. The “Dragon Project” is
organized in collaboration with the
Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups.
Some 10,000 Chinese young leaders
from the Mainland, Hong Kong, Macau,
Taiwan and other overseas cities will
meet in an international conference in
Beijing to discuss arts & culture,
economic development, environmental
protection, science and technology as

well as humanity. These young people
will also lead a record-breaking Dragon Dance on the Great Wall
at the Lanterns Festival of the Lunar New Year (mid February
2000). The project will culminate in the establishment of the
“Dragon Foundation” to promote Chinese youth leadership and

international exchange in the next century.

To commemorate the Year
2000, the Hong Kong Arts
Festival programmes from
February 16 to March 12, 2000
have been reinforced to include
an eclectic array of Chinese and
Western musical performances.
These will include the China
National Symphony Orchestra,
Cloudgate Dance Theatre,

the Prague National Theatre,
the Birmingham Royal Ballet,
the Andalucia opera “Carmen”
and Collegium Vocae Gent,

among others.
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According to the New York Times, thisis a
world class circus without animals and is sure

to touch both adult and child. The renowned
Canadian performing circus re-defines artistry
in dance, trapeze work, mime, and
entertainment. This season at the Tamar sirte,
from late January until March/April 2000, is not

to be missed. Ticket details will be announced
later. For a raste of all the action and excitement, visit the
troupe’s website at: http://www.cirquedusoleil.com

Celebration activities are being planned in 18
districts including Tsim Sha Tsui and Sha Tin
for late December 1999. On New Year’s Eve,
a carnival including a traditional Chinese craft
show, cultural performances and religious

activities will be held at the Sha Tin Che Kung

Temple. Large-scale heritage bowl feasts, known

as pun choi, is being planned to be held at the old

Kai Tak Airport Departure Hall on New Year’s Eve

and New Year's Day. This will allow participants to enjoy

a taste of rural Chinese culture—not to mention the food!

Chi Lin Nunnery opening

The Chi Lin Nunnery in Wong Tai Sin is a beautiful structure

modelled on Tang Dynasty architecture. To tie in with millennium
celebrations, the Nunnery plans to open in 2000 for visits by
members of the public and is now considering detailed
arrangements. T he magnificent and intricate design

of the nunnery will impress local and overseas visitors.
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K Equcsirin ‘opers’

This unique and novel performance brings together the talents
of the internationally-renowned French National Riding School,

classical musicians and a mezzo-soprano opera singer.

The prestigious event will be held at the Hong Kong Coliseum
around May 12 to 14, 2000. The show will include a local
composition in costumes, individual and collective performances
and a choreographic carousel. More details about the performance
can be obtained at the website: http://www.opluscom.fr

An international conference on ‘Global
Networking of Quality Education’ will be

held around January 4-8, 2000, at the "
Hong Kong Institute of Education. .
Prominent scholars and educationalists

have been invited to speak at the conference,
which is expected to attract 1,200 participants
from around the globe. In addition, the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and the HKSARG,
will organise a conference on ‘Culture and Humanity in the New
Millennium’ from January 8-10, 2000. Leading scholars and well-
known figures in art and music, culture and philosophy, literature,
social science and economics will speak at the conference. Among
those taking part will be violin virtuoso Isaac Stern, Buddhist
master Hsing Yun, Japanese literature scholar Shuichi Kato and

renowned environmental scientist and economist C A Bowers.

Millennium Brew-up:
~ The World's Biggest Tea Party
This lead-up event organised by the Teaism Alliance of Hong
Kong will be held at the Tamar site on November 27, 1999.

More than 10,000 people will join this great ‘Hong Kong Tea
Party” to enjoy the art of Chinese tea brewing and appreciation.
The event will culminate with an attempt to set a new world record
for the most number of people brewing tea on a single occasion.
For enquiries, please call (852) 2761-4998.
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Capital works projects

Several capital works projects have been identified by the HKSAR
Government to celebrate the millennium and also provide a lasting
set of community assets for the benefit of local people and overseas
visitors. These include:

International Wetland Park

An international wetland park in the
northwestern New Territories near

Tin Shui Wai will facilitate public
observation and appreciation of the

Mai Po Marshes and Inner Deep Bay
wetlands. Facilities may include a visitor
centre with exhibition and related
facilities, bird observation hides and nature trails. The proposed
park will serve as a conservation, education and recreation facility.
It is also an eco-tourism initiative to enhance Hong Kong’s
attractiveness as a diverse, tourist destination.

Chinese Cuisine Training Institute

The proposed Chinese Cuisine Training
Institute will deliver systematic training
in the preparation of Chinese cuisine,
provide trade testing facilities for
the industry and serve as a regional
accreditation body for those
undergoing Chinese cuisine
training. It will enable cross-
fertilisation of ideas, recipes and
cooking styles with the Mainland’s
top chefs and culinary masters.
Tourism facilities being planned
include demonstration kitchens and
a souvenir shop.
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9.

The museum is now being built in Sha Tin and is planned to open
around September or October 2000. The museum, with a gross
floor area of 28500 square metres, will be the largest in Hong
Kong. It will cover the history, art and culture of Hong Kong and
South China and will include designated halls dealing with New
Territories heritage, Cantonese Opera and Chinese arts.

The design is inspired by the traditional four-sided courtyard
homes, known as si he yuan, once widespread in the Mainland.
The museum will have 12 galleries, including those for the local
heritage works of master painter Chao Shao-an and collections of
important Chinese artefacts. There will be an auditorium, four
education/seminar rooms, a bookshop and other visitor facilities.

.’ The Hong Kong Museum of History

The museum at Tsim Sha Tsui East
has been completed and will be
:i fully operational around
i October 2000. It will
' feature permanent
exhibitions in eight
galleries: natural history;
terrestrial ecosystems;
prehistory and the
Dynasties; folk culture;
the Opium War and early maritime
trade; growth of the city; Japanese Occupation; and the
ost-War vears. TEY N FE LEGCO LIBRARY

059 2543
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The overall programme for the millennium is to foster an atmosphere
of good-will and provide a lasting benefit to the people of Hong Kong.
The aim is to involve the whole community — the government,
the private sector, voluntary organisations and the general public.

Fr i R 17 Bk B A i
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Website: hetp://www.info.gov.hk
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The contents of this feafler will be updated when sew Printed by the Printing Deparaent
progommes and more details are confinmed, §/1999 Vong Kong Special Administrative Region Grverneny
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